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Evening Brings Gs Home 


Upon the hills the wind is sharp and cold, 

The sweet young grasses wither on the wold, 

And we, O Lord, have wandered from Thy fold; 
But evening brings us home. 


Among the mists we stumbled, and the rocks 

Where the brown lichens whiten, and the fox 

Watches the straggler from the scattered flocks; 
But evening brings us home. 


The sharp thorns prick us, and our tender feet 

Are cut and bleeding, and the lambs repeat 

Their pitiful complaints—O rest is sweet 
When evening brings us home! 


We have been wounded by the hunter’s darts; 

Our eyes are heavy, and our hearts 

Search for Thy coming—when the light departs 
At evening, bring us home. 


The darkness gathers. Through the gloom no star Dr. Howard J. Benchoff, 

Rises to guide us; we have wandered far— Massanutten Academy 

Without Thy lamp we know not where we are, 
At evening, bring us home! 


The clouds are round us, and the snow-flakes quicken; 


O, Thou dear Shepherd! leave us not to sicken Right €ffort 


In the waste night; our tardy footsteps quicken; 
At evening, bring us home! —Anon. 3y Peter A. Lea 


My Father gave me this work 
to do— 

I must not shirk, I need to 
carry through; 

He knows the upward strug- 


manity— 
Oh, for good thoughts that 
I may comprehend 


The all wise One on Whom 

My Father knows me very | 

well indeed § 

To know Him half as well { 
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The beautiful modern edifice of Grace Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Samuel A. Troxell i 


I may denvend— 
My Father blesses each right 
effort made 


In which I trust and work 
“Be not afraid!” 


pastor, which was dedicated April 298-May 13, 1928 
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BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Supt. 


Pottstown At Bethany 

During the last month we have had a 
number of Pottstown friends visit the 
Home. Each group left us delighted with 
their visit. But in the last 2 weeks there 
were companies from that city whose visits 
will not be forgotten very soon. 

The first group I want to tell you about 
were friends of the Superintendent and 
the nurse. After the ‘‘ Howdy Do’s’’ were 
said the Superintendent was led to the 
automobile and the good friend presented 
him with a complete outfit for our base- 
ball team, ineluding bats and balls, not 
one, but a dozen, gloves for every position 
on the nine, a mask, in fact every article 
except uniforms that a professional team 
uses. No wonder the Band serenaded this 
gracious friend. 


Then on Thursday evening came 12 of 
the finest singers Pottstown has and gave 
a combined concert with the Girls’ Glee 
Club in the Womelsdorf Town Hall, for the 
benefit of the Glee Club. It certainly was 
a fine program and all were delighted and 
pleased, not only with the male chorus, but 
with the girls as well. A neat sum was 
realized and the management was satisfied 
with the results. They have promised to 
return next fall if we care to have them. 
Well, as we see things now, we certainly 
will have a return engagement. 


For a long time the Superintendent and 
matron have felt the need of a refrigerator 
in each cottage, in order to improve sani- 
tary conditions and to economize in pre- 
serving the foods. This seemed like an 
expensive undertaking, but we believe the 
start has been made and a plan suggested 
by one of these good friends of Potts- 
town. This good friend, seeing the neces- 
sity and without our knowledge of it re- 
turned to Pottstown and solicited help 
from other friends and on Friday evening 
surprised us with a large-size Frigidaire 
for the infirmary. There are many com- 
munities in the Chureh which, if they 
would, could do the same and in a very 
short time every cottage would have its 
refrigerator, 


MEETING OF VIRGINIA CLASSIS 


The 90th annual session of Virginia 
Classis, Synod of Potomac, was held in St. 
James Chureh, Lovettsville, Va., May 
17-20. The opening sermon was preached 
by the retiring president, Rev. R. L. Bair, 
ot Woodstock, Va. Organization of Classis 
was completed as follows: President, Rev, 
C. E. Robb, Toms Brook, Va.; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Elder W. C. Kersh, Bridgewater, Va.; 
8. C., Rev. J. S. Garrison, Harr‘sonburg, 
Va.; Cor, Sec., Rev. H. R. Lequear, Middle- 
brook, Va.; Reading Clerk, Rev. C. M. 
Arey, Bridgewater, Va.; Treas.. Elder N. 
H. Corman, Woodstock, Va. All ministers 
and delegate elders, with two exceptions, 
were present. The parochial and statisti- 
eal reports showed an increase in finance 
and loss in membership over last year, due 
in part to the vacant charges. Represen- 
tatives from the following Church Boards 
were present and spoke on the subjects 
they represented: Executive Secretary of 
General Synod; Foreign Missions; 8. 8. and 
Publication; Ministerial Relief; Catawba 
College; Massanutten Academy; Hood Col- 


lege; Hoffman Orphanage. Delegates to 
General Synod were elected: Ministers, 


S. L. Flickinger, D. D., of Winchester, Va.. 
and J. 8. Garrison; Elders, W. M. Menifee, 
Harrisonburg, Va.. and B. W. Stonebraker, 
Roanoke, Va. Rey. J. E. Guy was received 
as a member of Classis, as pastor of Christ 
Chureh, Shepherdstown, W. Va. 

On Sunday morning the 8S. 8, was ad- 
dressed by Rev. H. R. Lequear and Rev. 
J. W. Huffman. of Roanoke. The Classical 
Communion was in charge of Rev, Aaron 


Gluck, Rev. S. L. Flickinger and Rev. W. 
H. Causey. 

Classis was adjourned at 12.30 to meet 
in next regular session in Centenary 
Church, Winchester, Va. Fall session will 
be held in St. Paul’s Church, Woodstock, 
Va., in October. 

All members express a sincere apprecia- 
tion for the royal entertainment given by 
the ladies and members of St. James. 

—C. M. Arey, 
Chairman Press Comm. 


GETTYSBURG CLASSIS 


Gettysburg Classis met in its 46th an- 
nual session in Christ Church, Jefferson, 
Pa., Rev. Paul D. Yoder, pastor loci, on 
Sunday evening, May 20, 1928, at 7.30 
o’clock. The opening sermon was preached 
by the retiring president, Rev. Norman L, 
Horn, Gettysburg, Pa., on the theme, ‘‘ The 
Function of the Church,’’ using as his text 
I Tim. 3:15, ‘‘The Church of the living 
God, the ground and pillar of truth.’’ The 
Holy Communion was celebrated in charge 
of the officers of Classis. The officers elect- 
ed are: President, Rev. Murray E. Ness; 
Vice-President, Elder Roy D. Knouse; Cor. 
Sec., Rev. Albert M. Wright; Treas., Rev. 
Marsby J. Roth, D. D.; Rev, E. M. Sando 
was re-elected Stated Clerk for the term 
of 5 years. 

The theme,of Monday evening’s service 
was ‘‘Rural Leadership,’’ the address be- 
ing given by Mr. Ralph S. Adams, Super- 
intendent of the Rural Department of the 
Reformed Church, Phila., Pa. During the 
business sessions Classis was addressed by 
Rev. Jacob G. Rupp, D. D., on Missions; 
Rev. 8S. C. Smith on the Hoffman Orphan- 
age; Rev. Dr. J. W. Meminger on Minis- 
terial Relief; Dr. Charles Peters on the 
work of the Sunday School Board; Dr. E. 
R Hoke on Catawba College, and Elder L, 
B. Teel on Massanutten Academy. 

Student Frederick D. Eyster was ex- 
amined and licensed to preach the Gospel. 
Alvin J. Forry, of Christ Church, Littles- 
town, Clark S. Smith, of St. Jacob’s 
(Stone) Church, Jefferson Charge, Louis M. 
King, of St. James Charge, and John H. 
Sando, Bethel Church, West Manheim 
Charge, were enrolled as students for the 
ministry under the care of Classis, 

The following were elected delegates to 
the next meeting of General Synod: Min- 
isters primarii: Revs. H. I. Stahr, D. D., 
N. L. Horn and M. J. Roth, D. D.; minis- 
ters secundi: Revs. H. H. Hartman, M. E. 
Ness, E. M, Sando; Elders primarii: An- 
drew R. Brodbeck, T. J. Winebrenner, Roy 
D. Knouse; Elders secundi: C. S. Fickes, 
Arthur Roberts, Noah J. Pannebecker. 

Licentiate Roy M. Limbert was received 
from West Susquehanna Classis, Eastern 
Synod, his call to the pastorate of the 
Cashtown Charge was confirmed and a 
committee appointed to ordain and install 
him as pastor. Rev, Thomas H. Matter- 
ness was dismissed to Philadelphia Classis, 
Eastern Synod. 

Classis adopted and apportioned on the 
individual congregations the full Appor- 
tionment sent down by General Synod, 
which together with the Synodical and 
Classical Apportionments, amounts to $3.91 
per communicant member. The Apportion- 
ment for the last Classical year was paid 
in full by the following five congregations: 
Trinity, Hanover; Emmanuel, Hanover; 
Grace, Hanover; and the 2 congregations 
of the Arendtsville Charge, 

Gettysburg Classis will meet next year 
in Trinity Church, Hanover, Rey. M. J. 
foth, D. D., pastor, on Monday, May 13, 
1929, at 7.30: P. M. 


—E. M. Sando, Stated Clerk. 


MISSION HOUSE 


The Board of Trustees met Thursday 
evening, Mav 29th, with a devotional led 
by Dr. L, H. Kunst, who, re-elected far 
the ensuing year, oceupied the place as 
president. Among the various items of 


business, it is of interest to the friends 
of the institution to know that improve- 
ments have been and others will be made; 
the installation of a large, up-to-date 
Frigidaire makes the kitchen equipment 
more complete, and after the halls and the 
rooms in the recitation building have been 
repainted, the property will be in good con- 
dition. Bulletins touching upon the life 
of the school will come from the office of 
President J. M. G. Darms and will go into 
the hands of the ministers, who will be re- 
quested to make the best possible use of 
them in order to advance the interest of 
the institution. Larger gifts for the in- 
stitution and the purchase of annuity 
bonds should be encouraged. 

The Board of Visitors met the follow- 
ing day. Dr. B. S, Stern was re-elected 
president. He, having attended the closing 
exercises of the seminary a month previ- 
ous, could not be present at the Board 
meeting; Rev. D. Hagelskamp presided. 
Pres. J. M. G, Darms gave a complete re- 
port on the work of the school year. The 
members of the faculty, in fact, all who 
managed the work, have faithfully per- 
formed their duties and God withheld not 
His blessings. This was a year of hard 
work, Joys and sorrows intermingled. 
God in His wise providence saw fit to plant 
the soul of student Calvin Hilgedick from 
Linton, Indiana, into a better, fairer land. 
Student Alvin Stacy, a son of Mr. Stacy, 
who served as interpreter for our mission- 
ary, Rey. J. Stucki, among the Winnebago 
Indians, spent the entire school term in a 
sanatorium at Madison, Wisconsin; we are 
thankful to know, however, that he was 
permitted to return to his home in Green- 
wood. Student Calvin Zenk had to submit 
to a very serious operation in a Milwaukee 
hosiptal, but it was reported that he is 
convalescing. Mrs. J. Darms also was 
under the doctor’s care for a while, but is 
now able to be about her duties. Other- 
wise the Mission House family enjoyed 
good health. The academy is accredited. 
Nine young men finished the seminary 
course. More students must be secured 
to preserve the life of the Mission House. 
Is it true that we need not ‘‘more’’ 
preachers, but ‘‘better’’ preachers? Look- 
ing upon the whole field which is the whole 
world, we wonder whether the Word of 
Jesus should not be emphasized even to- 
day; He spake, saying: ‘‘The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few: 
pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that He 
would send forth laborers into His har- 
vest.’’ Every congregation, with its pas- 
tor, should be praying, a working and a 
missionary organization, always on the 
look-out for someone who might be ap- 
proached with the question: ‘‘Whom shall 
I send?’’ The Mission House doors are 
open for any young man who desires train- 
ing for real Chritsian work. Three young 
men stepped forward and expressed their 
desire to be counted among those who are 
preparing themselves for the ministry; 
they were: John Michael, of Humbird, 
Wis.; Carl Mertz, of Waubeka, Wis., and 
Frank Fischer, of Louisville, Ky. 

““Evyes of Love,’’ a comedy-drama in 
three acts, by Lillian Mortimer, was pre- 
sented by the graduating class of the 
academy on April 27th, and on request it 
was repeated Saturday evening, June 2nd; 
the presentation showed that nothing was 
left undone by the coach, Prof, A. Grether, 
and those who took part to make it effeec- 
tive. It was enjoyed by all. 

On Mission House Sunday, June 3rd, 4 
great throng of friends met to spend a day 
in the institution and to worship in Im- 
manuel’s Church. Both the morning and 
the afternnon services were helpful, uplift- 
ing and inspiring. Rev, W. Bollman, pas- 
tor of the near-by Bethel congregation,, 
preached in the morning, using as his text 
Rev, 22:17: ‘The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come, And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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EDITORIAL 


PROHIBITION—AND PARTY PLATFORMS 


It is proper that our readers should have the following 
statement, presented to the Committee on Resolutions at 
the Kansas City Convention by Bishop Thomas Nichol- 
son, President of the Anti-Saloon League of America, 
representing the united Prohibition forces: 

“Gentlemen of the Committee: 


“We keenly appreciate your courtesy in giving us this 
hearing. Knowing the pressure upon your committee, we 
will go straight to the point. The policy of the prohibition 
of the beverage liquor traffic, after years of discussion 
and consideration, has been embodied in the Constitution 
of the United States in what is known as the Eighteenth 
Amendment. I need not remind you of the validity of 
the method employed, of the fact that more than the 
required two-thirds vote was obtained in both houses of 
Congress, of the prompt ratification by an unprecedented 
number of the Legislatures of the States. It is worth- 
while, however, to recall that many attempts have been 
made to get an adverse decision from the Supreme Court, 
but to this hour, through decision after decision the valid- 
ity of the Amendment has been affirmed by that Supreme 
Court. The Eighteenth Amendment is, therefore, indis- 
putably a part of the basic law of the land. 

“The motive underlying the adoption of National Pro- 
hibition is worthy and patriotic. It is an honest, unsel- 
fish, constructive effort to promote the general welfare 
of the entire social order by the restriction of the activities 
of individual members of that order, through the prohibi- 
tion of the manufacture, sale, transportation, exportation 
and importation of intoxicating liquors for beverage pur- 
poses. That the prohibition of the traffic in intoxicants 
is a legitimate, proper exercise of the law-making power, 
and that the prohibition law is a salutary law, have been 
demonstrated. By it labor has been enriched, business 
enlarged, public savings and capital resources vastly in- 
creased, social conditions improved, public health bene- 
fited and morality advanced. Its value has been in pro- 
portion to the effectiveness of the enforcement of the 
law. We are confident that a large majority of the 
American people are determined that Prohibition shall 
stand and that this enforcement shall be made increasingly 
effective. 

“We stand unequivocally for the enforcement of all 
law. We are unwaveringly loyal to the Constitution of 
the United States. Today the issue is joined specifically 
on the Eighteenth Amendment. To concede that enforce- 


ment is impracticable is to condone nullification. The 
alternative is ordered government or anarchy. Prohibi- 
tion must be enforced by the officials who are chosen by 
the people. The people act through political parties, and 
the candidates for President and Vice-President of the 
United States are nominated by political party conven- 
tions. You are in a momentous hour. The eyes of the 
nation, indeed the eyes of the world, are upon you. 
“Gentlemen, the Republican Party was born in the white 
heat of a great moral struggle. It began its existence as 
the champion of national unity and the defender of the 
Constitution, Like all human organizations it has had 
its temptations and its struggles to maintain its ideals. I 
make bold to say that its future depends upon its faithful- 
ness to its best traditions. This is a day in which party 
regularity is no longer a political whip. It is the day of 
the independent voter. It is a day when voters are in- 
creasingly intolerant of political cowardice, of Machiavel- 
lian diplomacy, of tricky political expediency. The gov- 
ernment of the future must be increasingly a government 
of open covenants, of the square deal, of righteousness, 
justice and moral principles. I speak for 33 well-organ- 
ized Prohibition societies representing millions of voters. 
These organizations are backed by a single Church de- 
nomination which has nine million members and a constit- 
uency of over twenty million. There are two or three 
other denominations which are a close second to it, one 
of them with over eight million members. There are 
thirty such denominations, large and small, united in one 
single Protestant federation. They are dead in earnest 
on this great question. They want no beer and wine. 
They want no modification of enforcing laws. They are 
for the Eighteenth Amendment and its enforcing laws, 
and they want them rigidly enforced. They believe it can 
be done. They want no dodging. They will tolerate no 
shilly-shallying. They believe in you. They trust you to 
give us a clear-cut, ringing, unequivocal declaration in 
favor of prohibition enforcement. They trust you to 
give us candidates for the chief offices of the nation who 
can be relied upon to demonstrate the power and efficiency 
of the United States to do what it sets out to do. It is 
idle to suggest that a great power like the United States 
shall quail before bootleggers, law-defiers and nullification- 
ists. This matter cannot be entrusted to any but men who 
are dry from conviction and who are willing to commit 
themselves unequivocally in favor of this the greatest 
moral reform of the generations. The bour has struck 
for a decisive word. We want no retreating army. We 
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want you rather to adopt the language of the heroic men 
at Verdun and to say to the forces of lawlessness and 
nullification, ‘You shall not pass; you shall not pass.” 
Mr. H. H. Curran, President of the Association Against 
the 18th Amendment, complains bitterly that at Kansas 


City “two Prohibitionists were nominated on a Prohibi- 
tion platform.” Evidently the above statement proved 
effective. It will be presented also at the Houston Con- 
vention. What will the answer be there? 
ok a ae 
“WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO SAY TO MY 
LAYMEN” 


In that admirable denominational weekly, The Baptist, 
there appeared a few weeks ago some practical words of 
counsel for laymen which ought to be passed on in every 
religious journal in the land. The writer started by ad- 
mitting how many different sorts of laymen there are in 
an average congregation. He states it thusly: 

“There are laymen you cannot live without, and laymen 
you cannot live with; there are laymen who loaf, and lay- 
men who lift; there are laymen who work in the Church 
like leaven, and there are laymen who hang on the Church 
like weights; there are some who do too little, and others 
who do too much; some are stand-bys and others are only 
‘sit-bys ;’ some laymen are in the Church and others are 
only on it; there are laymen who merely prance with the 
bat, and others who know how to make a three-base hit 
in the ninth inning. In every local Church one finds a 
wide variety of laymen, ranging all the way from the 
warm-hearted, dependable, co-operative, to the troublesome 
obstructionist whose chief function in the Church seems 
to be to put himself squarely in the path of progress.” 

But, whatever the special situation in your Church, it 
is altogether likely that the wise, fatherly advice in the 
following paragraphs will be appreciated by teachable souls 
everywhere. It is not only stated with insight, but with 
unusual force. Will you not read, heed and inwardly 
digest this counsel? 

“In the first place, you count as one. Never forget 
that. You have a voice and a vote ‘in all of the practical 
affairs of your Church. And because you count as one, 
see that you make yourself count. Get into the game. Be 
something more than a spectator. Do not say, ‘I am no- 
body in my Church.’ God is too busy to be making no- 
bodies. Every life, regardless of its measure of endow- 
ment, counts in the Church of Jesus Christ. 

“In the second place, you count for only one. There 
are laymen who seem to think that they should count 
for 15 or 20. Long years in the harness, a substantial 
pledge to the Church, a prominent official position, social 
prestige in the community—these and other factors akin 
to them, may enlarge a man’s pride of spirit and turn him 
into a sort of Mussolini, a dictator in the Church, whose 
dominant desire, crystallizing all other ambitions, is to 
rule within the local body. You count for one only, and 
the surest way to ruin the democracy of a local Baptist 
Church is for one of its laymen to act on the assumption 
that he counts for more than one. 


“Tn the third place (and this is a close corollary of the 
second point), you are not the only one. There are others. 
You are one of a group. The Church is made up of vari- 
ous individuals. One of the finest arts, and one of the 
most difficult to master, is the art of living together. It 
is one of the primary lessons of a Church. The moment 
you obtrude your personal taste and preference, and in- 
sist upon having the thing done your way, despite the wish 
and will of the larger number, you have virtually said, 
‘Others do not count; my way or none.’ And so the 
Church’s lifeblood ebbs away; its spiritual vitality drops 
to a precarious level, and the mischief is wrought by the 
individual who seeks to dominate the policies of the 
Church. 

“And se out of a multitude of practical counsels that 
clamor for expression I pick one more as a conclusion to 
this brief sermonette to laymen: let your pastor lead. 
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That’s what you called him for. Give him more freedom 
to work out his experiments in the field of religious ac- 
tivity. I know of preachers who never achieve their best, 
either in pulpit or parish, because their hands are tied by 
armor-plated creeds, ancient traditions and fixed forms 
of polity. You laymen are clever business men, but your 
pastor probably knows more than you do in the field of 
religion. He has been trained for that; it is his specialty; 
and having been called as your pastor on that assumption, 
he feels keenly the disadvantage of being circumscribed 
by the dictates of well-meaning but ill-advised laymen. 
The nearest approach to the millennium of which I can 
think would be a Church in which the laymen would say 
to the competent pastor, ‘Here we are—use us; we called 
you to be our spiritual leader, and we are not going to 
take that leadership out of your hands. We do not know 
much about this business, but you can count on us up to 
the limit of our ability. We are with you, and behind you, 
with our prayers, our gifts, our money, our personal serv- 
ice—count on us. Then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written concerning King Saul when he went 
out to battle: ‘There went with him a band of men whose 
hearts God had touched.’ ” 


* *K OK 


APPRECIATING YOUR ADVERSARY 


When informed of the nomination of Secretary Hoover 
for the high office of President of the United States, the 
man who is regarded as having by far the best chance of 
being nominated as his opponent is credited with this 
rather discourteous if not vulgar comment: “Well, he 
ought not to be so hard to beat.” We have noticed yo 
denial of this report. One might not be surprised at hear- 
ing such a remark from a candidate for constable; but it 


is utterly unbecoming from one who aspires to what. 


President Coolidge calls “the most important position in 
the world.” At any rate, we hope the report is not cor- 
rect. One of Governor Smith’s staunchest newspaper 
supporters, The Philadelphia Record, issued this serious 
warning concerning it: “It may be doubted that he said 
it; or if so, that he meant it. He is not the sort of man 
to underestimate the strength of a potential political en-. 
emy. It is written in the stars that Hoover will be no 
mean antagonist. He has great elements of strength. His 
points of vulnerability are the chinks, not in his personal. 
armor, but in the armor of his party. His antagonists, 
must choose their weapons with care, for his party has. 
chosen its most promising leader. He is better than his 
party.” 

Not being a partisan journal the MEssENGER does not 
pretend to settle the question whether certain candidates. 
will prove hard or easy to beat. It is our aim merely to. 
point out the folly of underestimating either the person- 
alities, the forces or the arguments against which you. 
contend. If you are in earnest about it, an expression in- 
volving contempt of your opponent’s prowess or ability 
or a concomitant appreciation of your own undoubted 
superiority, will do you the palpable disservice of causing 
you to fall asleep at the switch while your watchful 
antagonist may walk off with the prize. 
serious, but merely pretend that you consider the other 
man “not so hard to beat,” while inwardly you dread his. 
ability and popularity, then your justification may be that 
you are seeking to keep up the morale of your party and 
yourself, even in the face of superior odds. There are 
those who profess to believe that “all’s fair in love or 
war”—but our sober common sense should show us the 
futility of attempting to win a hard fight by camouflag- 
ing our fear of our adversary’s powers, when in our 
hearts we know him to be utterly worthy of our finest 
steel. These lessons are never more applicable than in 
the spiritual realm; we are wise if we pay heed to them 
now. Are you treating your spiritual enemies—the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life—as 
if they were “not so hard to beat?” It is a perilous atti- 
tude. The persistence of such a state of mind spells 
spiritual disaster. 2 
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RADIO VACUITY 

Expressing its regret that the “brief, clear-cut and con- 
structive addresses” of Rev. Dr. Kark Reiland of St. 
George’s Church, New York, are not to be broadcast next 
season, The Churchman says: “Surely the air is full of 
‘stickily sweet nothings’ from radio parsons, who stamp 
the Church with vacuity.’”’ This sounds a bit rough; but 
after listening to a few discourses over the radio in re- 
cent weeks, we share in the regret when worth-while 
messages are withdrawn and agree that a good many of 
the things now broadcast do not increase one’s good opin- 
ion of present-day preaching. It appears that, in some 
communities at least, the most literalistic and uninspiring 
preachers have a corner on the radio. As for Dr. Rei- 
land, we occasionally found ourselves in utter disagree- 
ment with his views. But at any rate, in him we had a 
voice, not an echo; his was a message that inspired 
thought that related fundamental beliefs with modern 
thinking in a forthright temper of sincerity, good humor 
and old-fashioned honesty which made us glad and thank- 
ful. Let us have more broadcasts that are not conspicu- 
ous for “vacuity.” After all, pleasant sounds, rhetorical 
flowers and expertness in pontificating ancient dogmas 
are hardly a satisfying substitute for the “good news” of 
the Kingdom which Jesus told us to herald abroad. When 
millions are listening in, there is a real opportunity to 
say something worth while over the radio; and the only 
man likely to say something worth while is the preacher 
who has something worth while to say. 

pee es 


A LARGE ORDER 


What is the poor editor to do? He has just returned 
to his office from the Annual Conference of the Editors of 
the Religious Press, which was held this year in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, where he sweltered through two terribly hot 
days, which cost him a larger number of wilted collars 
than he likes to admit. When he returned to Philadelphia, 
he was happy to find the atmosphere unseasonably cool 
on the arrival of the first day of summer, and he was 
about to enjoy the relief from high temperature and 
humidity when he found on his desk a communication 
from a more or less distracted correspondent, which read 
as follows: “Dear Editor: Please do something to help 
along summer weather.” 

Evidently this correspondent lives on a high altitude 
where there has been no evidence of warm weather so 
far, but some touch of winter has “lingered in the lap of 
spring,’ and there has seemed to be far more rain than 
sunshine. Now there are really a good many things that 
editors can do, and we like to be accommodating, but we 
feel that this is one of the requests which will prove too 
large an order for us. Speaking candidly, moreover, we 
find it easier to edit the MrssENGER when the heat is not 
too much in evidence. Perhaps there is sufficient torridity 
in the job itself. As a matter of fact, it makes us a bit 
“warm under the collar,” too, when supposed friends in- 
vite us to their summer homes on these terms: “If you 
have a car, we should be glad to have you visit us.” We 
can only say in reply that we do not have a car, that we 
never had one, and judging from our inside information 
concerning our financial standing, we never expect to. 
We are an editor. Therefore, since walking is pretty 
warm work (and we are none too svelte and slender), 
we are not going to advertise for 100 degrees in the shade 
for the benefit of these skinny preachers who are accus- 
‘tomed to travel luxuriously in cars. For the benefit of 
the ice cream dealers, and for other reasons, we put up 
with the very hot weather when it comes. But we are 
willing to leave it to the Lord to provide summer weather, 
and not do much ourselves to “help it along.” 

1) lin se 


USING OR ABUSING VACATION 


_It may be trite to issue a warning about the special 
perils of the holiday season, but who does not know that 
the great majority of us have not learned how to use va- 
‘cation time profitably? Ask any employer, and he will 


tell you that the poorest time to secure good work is the 
day after vacation. Many, indeed, instead of making 
their holiday a time of rest and real recreation, come home 
so tired and worn out that they are compelled to take a 
rest before they are fit to go back to work. 

Dr. Henry Howard offers as a most fitting pre-vaca- 
tion text the good counsel, “Let your moderation be known 
to all men.” Our American disposition to carry even the 
best things to excess makes this advice peculiarly fitting. 
The fine old motto of the Greeks, “Nothing too much,” 
finds little favor with many, especially when they are re- 
leased from the stress and strain of business for their 
play-time. And yet we can only hope to come back from 
vacation with increased physical, mental and moral effi- 
ciency if we as Christian men and women can carry with 
us through the holiday period (with its manifold tempta- 
tions of idleness, indolence, indifference and often of im- 
morality) the sense of the presence and power of the 
unseen Lord. It is a poor way to recuperate if we return 
exhausted and depleted to the serious tasks that lie ahead. 
As Dr. Howard well says: 

“It is an age of hurry and worry, an age of haste and 
waste, and whether we get through any more work by 
reason of the pace at which we move is exceedingly doubt- 
ful. We are becoming the victims of the visible and 
tangible orders. The world of sight and sound dominates 
us. These holiday periods, if rightly used, give the soul 
a chance to breathe. They clear vacant spaces about the 
spirit. Many of us are becoming unfit to live with. We 
would disgrace a decent kennel. We have no peace, no 
balance, no repose. Whatever courtesy we possess we 
use up in our business and our social contacts. We have 


not any for our friends, and when we reach home we 
react with sourness and gloom upon those who love us 
best and serve us most.” 

It is because of this that we should ask God to help 
us to plan our vacations wisely and to use them for His 
glory and for the good of His cause as well as our own 


benefit. 


THE PARABLE OF THINGS BETTER 


There came unto me a young man with a weak chin 
and a face like that of a Perfect Lady. And he said, I 
am In Trouble. 

And I said, I should think it very likely, 
thou get that way? 

And he said, I cannot explain it. For other men are 
Bad and seem to have No Trouble, and I who am not 
Bad have it all the time. 

And I said, It seemeth to me my friend Job said some- 
thing very like that—namely, that while the tents of Rob- 
bers prospered, and they who provoked God were Secure, 
he got it coming and going. But thou are not like unto 
Job. 

And he said, I am Too Obliging. My friends know 
that I like to please them and they Impose upon me. 
Then when Trouble cometh they leave me to bear the 
Punishment of their Misdeeds. 

And I said, If it be so, gird up thy loins and take thy 
Punishment standing up. 

And he said, Canst thou not help me? For I have come 
unto thee for help. 

And I said, A Ship under full steam obeyeth the helm, 
while a Ship with no Power of Propulsion drifteth upon 
the rocks. 

And he said, I do not discern what that hath to do with 
me. 

And I said, I am not surprised, but it hath much to do 
with thee. There be in the world Three Kinds of folk. 
Most people say there be but two, but there be three. 


How dost 


when he doth turn and become good. 


And he said, Is Evil then an Asset in the reckoning of 


the Good? 


And I said, My friends the Ancient Philosophers in 
Rome, after the death of the Great Men of Greece, were 
wont to think rather Optimistically of human motives, for 
they said, “Quidquid petitur petitur sub specia boni,” which 
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There be folk that are good and folk that are bad, and 
folk that have No Consistent Purpose to be either. 
And he said, I suppose I am of the Third Class. 
And I said, The third class is the most hopeless of all. 
For there is hope for a Bad Man that he will become a 
Good Man, and that all the power of will and force of 
character which made him bad will be to his advantage 


meaneth, being interpreted, whatsoever is sought by any 
man is sought under the form of the good. And if that be 
true, then even the Quest of Evil hath something to be 
said in its behalf. 
who have no Quest, either of Evil or Good, or who choos- 
ing the good pursue it slowly and who are like the Chaff 
which the Wind driveth away, or like the Ship that drift- 


But my Indictment is against those 


eth and becometh a Derelict. 


And he said, Am I a Derelict, who never sought Evil? 


And I said, Not yet, but thou are not remote from the 


possibility of becoming so. 
shall not seek Evil; it is not even enough that he shall 
mildly seek Good; he should seek the Best, for the Good, 
its very self, is the enemy of the Best. 


It is not enough that a man 


The Minister and His Job 


BY THE REV. GivRe Le SHEPPARD 


(Broadcast from St. Martin-in-the-F ields, London, Sunday evening, June 10) 


I have set myself a rather special task 
tonight, and I do not know whether I will 
get away with it: by which I mean that 
T do not know that those who are listening- 
in will be obliged to switch off because 
they are bored. I ask them for Auld Lang 
Syne sake to hold on as long as they can. 
Though I am not going to say anything 
that is eloquent, it is something which will 
do you no harm to hear. 

I want to try to answer a question which 
would puzzle many of you if you had paper 
and pencil and had to write down the 
answer. The question is, Why are there 
parsons, ministers of religion? The most 
extraordinary ideas are held about us. Re- 
cently I was reading ‘‘Cranford,’’ in which 
Mary, talking about the rector of the par- 
ish, says, ‘‘Of course I did not know 
the rector, for I was a healthy, happy girl 
who had no troubles.’’ The idea, you see, 
is that you never go near the parson unless 
there is trouble. Some little time ago I 
asked a great friend of mine to come round 
and see me, simply and solely because he 
always gives me more courage. When he 
arrived the next evening he said: ‘‘I got 
your note telling me to come round, and I 
was worrying all last night as to what I 
had done wrong.’? He thought the only 
reason why a parson should want to see 
him was because be had done something he 
ought not to have done. Finally, I remem- 
bered an old gentleman in Bethnal Green, 
to whom I was talking in the Infirmary, 
saying to me with a look of pity in his eye, 
‘*Oh, I am sorry for you!’’ I said, ‘*‘ Why, 
Dad, what are you sorry about?’’ I had 
just become a clergyman. He said: ‘‘You 
might have done so much better for your- 
self.’’? I told him, what is perfectly true, 
that I would not change my job for any 
other job in the world, not even that of the 
King himself. Do not think I am apologiz- 
ing for my profession; I glory in it. 

People do not understand why there are 
such beings as clergymen, so may I just 
try to tell you what I think about it. It 
is a fact that two thousand years after the 
time of Jesus Christ the ordinary, decent, 
honest, and golden-hearted man, who 
would like Christianity to prevail, who has 
nothing but admiration for religion as he 
sees it in the life of Jesus Christ, has not 
the vaguest sort of notion why there are 
people like clergymen, Let me just tell you 
two more experiences that have been burnt 
into my soul. 

On the very day I was ordained I was 
going down to East London on the top of 
a ‘‘bus,’’? and two fellows who had done 
themselves very well in the dinner-hour 
got on the ‘‘bus.’’? I was all shy in a 
new black suit, a collar round the wrong 
way, and a round hat—only worn now at 
private theatricals, One of these men on 
the ‘‘bus’’ looked at me. He was rather 


fierce with his drink, and he said, ‘‘Why, 
Bill, there is a something, something clergy- 
man.’’ Bill, who was very pleasant and 
genial, and who held his drink differently, 
wanting to help me ont, said to his pal, 
‘*George, don’t blame him; it ain’t 7is 
fault, it’s hard luck.’’? I know that is 
funny, but the next incident is not humor- 
ous. J was in Flanders just about the time 
of the retreat from Mons. I was sitting 
by an officer who was dying of tetanus, and 
had his eyes shut all the time I had been 
by his bedside. He had a wife in York- 
shire. Suddenly he opened his eyes, looked 
at me and said, ‘‘What the hell are you 
parsons doing out here?’’ It made me 
think, and I want to try to answer the 
question I have put to myself time after 
time: ‘‘Why am I a parson? What is my 
job??? I must know myself, and of course 
my explanation will not satisfy even 
some of the clergy who may be listening 
to me now. It will not satisfy the high- 
brows, nor the people who read the ‘‘Free- 
thinker,’’ who think we are a lot of hum- 
bugs. But I am talking to people 90% of 
whom are simple ordinary folk, who are— 
I am not saying it to flatter you—the back- 
bone of England. You are not the people 
who have not got any use for religion; 
you want your kids to come under the in- 
fluence of religion; you do not dislike the 
Church, though some of you may not think 
much of parsons, But, while you wish re- 
ligion well, you haven’t the vaguest notion 
what the parson really is for. 


I do not want to escape criticism; eriti- 
cism is good for the clergy, and I do not 
think we want to shirk it. I do not want 
popularity for the clergy. The popular 
clergyman today has to ask himself pretty 
carefully if he is following the way of 
Jesus Christ. Our Lord was not very popu- 
lar when he spoke the truth. Last of all, 
as I said, I am not apologizing for my pro- 
fession. 


May I say what we do not exist for? 
We do not exist, as sometimes you think, 
to lord it over men, but to be the lowliest 
of all people. Who are the lowliest people? 
I do not know, but I know there ought to 
be no one so lowly as the clergy. I exist, 
like my brethren in this profession, just 
to serve mankind, and to do any single job, 
however mean, however dirty it may be, if 
by so doing I may assist my neighbor un- 
consciously in the name of Jesus Christ. 
I once saw an old clergyman laying a fire 
for a rheumatic old lady who could not 
get out of bed, and he was lighting it very 
badly. But I thought to myself, That man 
need not preach; he goes round the build- 
ing and just warms up the place for her; 
he kneels down and pokes the fire together 
for her. That is the sort of thing it is 
worth while being ordained for. There is 


no job so lowly that we ought not to run 
to do it if we understand our task; to get 
right alongside mankind; never, never to 
dogmatize or to dictate, but to be as 
courteous, true, strong, kind as we can; to 
offer men just the help we may offer them, 
with great respect, and never, never to 
think that we are better than our fellow- 
men. 

We exist to be fellow-pilgrims on the 
road with you, just trying to mark out the 
road for you because we are specialists in 
spiritual things, and help people to adven- 
ture in the spiritual world; and to bring 


back just as great things for the world as © 


do great people like Captain Scott, though 
of another kind. We are set aside to see 


if we can discover things that will help 


you in the pilgrimage you have got to 


walk. We do not expect to lord it over . 


other men, and to think that we are better 
than they are. 


Nor do we exist to denounce men, but to 
create goodness by finding it in all men 
and women, as Jesus Christ our Master did, 
I frankly confess that I am myself the 
worst job I ever had to tackle. Our job 
as parsons is to go round the world look- 
ing as happy as we can, and to find things 
that are lovely and beautiful everywhere 
where men and women are gathered to- 
gether, 


And what is our job? Our job is really 
to fight for the Kingdom of God for all we 
are worth, and that is no easy thing to do. 
Our job, if we understand it, is to lead the 
world in a great campaign against war, so 
that never again might there be war on 
the face of the earth. Our job is to see 
that every man, woman and child has a 
fair chance of growing up a decent, 
healthy, clean citizen. Our job is just if 
we can—and, my God, it is hard some- 
times, you don’t understand how hard—to 
try to represent Jesus Christ in the world. 


Yes, you say we have got to take ser- 
vices. Of course we have. But, you know, 
it is lovely sometimes to take services 
when they seem to help simple people. I 
saw the other day that someone said the 
clergy were not ordained to read the Bible 
to old ladies. Well, I thank God that I do 
sometimes read the Bible to old ladies. I 
know nothing more lovely than to be read- 
ing St. John’s Gospel to them when they 
can’t see, and possibly even to see their 
heads begin to nod as I read, and know they 
are going off to sleep. There is no sort of 
end to our job. But you cannot write sta- 
tistics about it; it is the spirit and soul of 
the thing that matters. : 

All that we have to do is to keep our- 
selves like unto God, and as fit as ever we 
can, and so that subconsciously and uncon- 
sciously we may get from Christ somethi 
of the technique of His life and work, that 
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we may pass it on humbly and simply to 
others, And that is the most difficult part 
of our job—trying to be like Christ! If 
you understood that that was our task, 
would you not sometimes have a little 
more sympathy and understanding with 
the parson? The man who taught me about 
Christianity was an old friend, a clergy- 
man, Mr. Strickland, of Bethnal Green, 
about whom someone said to me once in 
Bethnal Green, ‘‘ When Mr. Strickland has 
been to see me, it seems to me as if Jesus 
of Nazareth had passed by.’’ Supposing 
you knew that those odd-looking people 
called clergymen were after all but human; 
supposing you knew that night after night 
they were confessing that they had not 
been like Christ that day, and were plead- 
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ing for pardon and strength to make good 
tomorrow; then do not you think sometimes 
just a word of encouragement might help? 
Can you get on without encouragement? I 
don’t suppose you can, any more than we 
can. Are you human? Yes. Are we hu- 
man? Yes. Don’t you think sometimes it 
might help us, we might even do our work 
better, the work we represent, if you were 
to meet us with a little more understand- 
ing? 

I am going to end with two suggestions. 
Firstly, the next time the minister of re- 
ligion, Church of England or Free Church 
or Roman. comes round, do not eall the 
missus and go out, because you have got 
to see a man about a dog; have a talk with 
him yourself, and give him a word of en- 


couragement, if you think what he is stand- 
ing for is worth standing for. And, second- 
ly, when you hear that somebody is going 


to be turned into a parson, don’t say, 
‘*Good heavens! what is he going to do 
that for? Is he erossed in love, or what??? 


But say if you can: ‘That man has got the 
hardest job that any man can tackle. God 
help him to keep human and strong and 
brave!’’ I know there are lots of you 
listening who don’t think of parsons in 
terms such as I have drawn out before you. 
But we have to do things of the sort I have 
mentioned; we are pledged to serve Christ 
and to love the world, and to count our- 
selves, as we know we are, sinners and 


he dintluiencerof the Christian. Pulpit 


In estimating the present position and 
influence of the Christian pulpit, there are 
at least two things to be taken into ae- 
count, 


The first of these is that for many cen- 
turies the pulpit has had a whole day in 
seven set apart almost entirely for its own 
use. Sunday is a Holy Day. Considered 
by too many in this age as simply a holi- 
day. In many Christian communities 
theatres, galleries, museums, places of 
popular recreation and amusement are hav- 
ing their doors and gates closed, hence the 
multitudes who are excluded are left to 
discover some way of making the holiday 
less intolerable. This has been, and still 
is, an infinite advantage to the Christian 
pulpit. We possibly shall not know the 
real hold which the pulpit has even upon 
the nominal Church until it is brought into 
competition with many other popular in- 
stitutions and attractions. This is the 
second thing which must be borne in mind 
in endeavoring to estimate the position of 
the pulpit. Not only has it had a day once 
a week to itself, it may be said to have 
had that day, without even the appearance 
of competition. If the pulpit wants, how- 
ever, to know the real extent of its influ- 
ence, try what it can do on a week-day? 
Have we not as preachers really enjoyed a 
monopoly of time? There is danger that 
this monopoly is about to be broken up. 
We are not getting the share of attention 
the pulpit is entitled to, in these days of 
speed craze and money madness and pleas- 
ure craziness. 


It is clear that the Bible is the first 
source of authority upon questions within 
the sphere of revelation rather than the 
sphere of intellectual reasoning. These are 
topics upon which the preacher knows 
nothing except what they have been told 
by the volume which they have accepted as 
the Inspired Book. Biblical preaching, 
therefore, must never cease from the 
Church. A sermon may be full of the 
spirit of revelation without having a text, 
even at the beginning, in the middle, or at 
the end. 


The second souree of authority is Ex- 
perience. We must not regard Electricity 
as a fact, and Experience as a myth. The 
one is at least as factual as the other. Let 
us note the way the Apostle Paul did it. 
‘«Come all ye that fear God, and I w_ll de- 


elare unto you what He hath done for my ~ 


soul.’?’? On every occasion he stood boldly 
up and told the story of his own conver- 
sion. ‘And beholding the man which was 
healed standing by, they could say nothing 
against it.’’ Experience is argument. Sup- 
pose we put the Bible and Experience to- 
gether as constituting the authority under 
which the Christian minister conducts his 
holy work. Feeling assured, then, that 
this being the basis of the pulpit, it should 
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also be the very substance and tissue of its 
individuality. 

Were the Apostle Paul to enter one of 
our places of worship while one of his own 
texts was being juggled around by a 
clever, so-called sermon plotter, one dare 
barely question but that Paul himself 
would be the most bewildered man in the 
entire assembly. Ideas that are attributed 
to him never occurred to his own mind, and 
no one would be surprised were he to arise 
in the midst of the audience and absolutely 
disclaim all responsibility for their murki- 
ness, or for their want of reason and dig- 
nity. It appears to me that we are having 


THE OLD FOLKS’ HOME 


Master no longer of self’s fragile 
bark, 

Driven to harbor ere coming of dark, 

Beaten by circumstance, worry or 
health, 

Forced to go down in the struggle 
for wealth. 

Broken in spirit, submissive of will, 

Grateful for shelter, content to sit 
still, 

Playing with dreams (like a child 
with its toys) 

Of the days when the old folks were 

just girls and boys. 


Forgotten are hours of deepest de- 
spair, 

Forgotten are enemies still lurking 
there, 

Forgotten are heatraches and hopes 
unfulfilled, 

Yea—e’en the grief when a loved 
voice was stilled! 

And now, like a homing bird to the 
nest, 

Their fancies flock back to the days 
they loved best, 

To linger midst ruins of dim distant 
joys 

When the women were girls, and the 
old men just boys. 


For the years can do more than just 
whiten hair 

Or bend an old body beyond repair; 

They can gild the mind with an 
autumn glow 

That reflects but the splendor from 
long ago! 

Memories are tinted with colors 

divine, 

Sweetened and ripened like aging 
wine, 

Glorified, purified, freed from alloys 

Are dreams of when old folks were 
just girls and boys! 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


yet strugglers, fellow-pilgrims with you 
on the way. 
entirely too many text-earpenters and 


pulpit cabinetmakers, who can turn out 
very ingenious contrivances out of the 
smallest possible material at the smallest 
possible notice. There appears to be en- 
tirely too much scaffold building, while 
there is no attempt made to erect a temple 
of God. 

Taking the Bible as an inspired volume, 
there can be no doubt that the text is in- 
finitely more precious than any sermon 
that can be preached upon it. As the mat- 
ter now stands, the preacher is expected 
at a regular time in the order of service 
adopted, to give out a regular text, and 
occupy a stated period in ‘‘mis’’-represent- 
ing it in order to suit destructionists as 
well as constructionists. Preaching should 
take no account of time. A great sermon 
may be delivered in eight or ten minutes, 
and a very poor sermon may be spread out 
for the period of an hour or more. Many 
hearers are testing the preacher by the 
time it takes to juggle the text. Criti- 
cism is frequent that the preacher occupied 
thirty-five or forty-five minutes in the de- 
‘livery of the discourse. If the sermon is 
mechanical it will be rather difficult for 
the hearer to be spiritual. Or you may 
reverse the order, How many preachers 
can say that they are frequently criticised 
due to their sermons being too short? 

We of the pulpit should consider the 
condition in which people generally come 
to hear a sermon. Let us take hearers in 
the mass; they are not artists, architects or 
worshippers of mere literary form. They 
are frequently wearied, disappointed, per- 
plexed and even broken-hearted. People 
come to the Church to hear the Gospel, or 
at least ought to. and it should be pre- 
sented to them in the most direct, practical 
and sympathetic way. As long as there 
are broken-hearts in the world just so long 
will evangelical preaching be needed. 

Are ministers to take any interest in the 
question of the day, and in the subjects 
and problems which seemingly are inter- 
esting and vexing the common mind? Is it 
not possible to preach upon eapital and 
labor without naming either one of them? 
We have special Sundays for special sub- 
jects. These are crowding in on us until 
we soon will be obliged to add more ser- 
vices in order to fill up all the ‘‘specials.’’ 
Our interest is primarily in man and if we 
are faithful to that charge, we will touch 
every class of men as the sun touches the 
face of the whole earth. 

Many of the forms and methods of pulpit 
life will require not only great courage, 
but great wisdom to bring about a change. 
Nothing is to be gained by sudden and 
violent transitions, The great change must 
begin in the preacher’s own heart and in 
the preacher’s own way of looking at the 
vastness of the kingdom of God as revealed 
in the infinite philosophy and tenderness 


of the Gospel of Christ. I regard faith as 
reason at its and then as reason 
abandoning itself in a supreme effort to 
reach the living God, and to prove the 
good faith of that effort by daily devotion 
to the true spiritual service of men. Faith 
is reason, and it is infinitely more. Prayer 
is not a theological invention, it is a neces- 


best, 
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sity of reason. 
it is an unquenchable instinct of the heart. 
Sacrifice is not something utterly unknown 
to the human heart, it is found throughout 


Prayer is not a phantasy, 


the whole sphere of civilized life.. If 
preachers will show that their Gospel is 
not an intellectual phantasm or recreation, 
but a grand sanctification of all that is 
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best in human instinet and reason they will 
enlarge and ennoble their whole sphere of 
influence. The world is tired of supersti- 
tion; it will never be tired of sympathy. 
Not reformation, but regeneration, is what 
the whole world needs. 


Myerstown, Pa. 


My Faith and My Hope 


ON GOD 


All men everywhere believe in a God or 
Gods. Man is conscious of his own being, 
and also of the world around, beneath and 
above him, and he is fully persuaded that 
there are powerful beings in and over the 
world and over him. In his primitive state 
he sees God in positions. Superhuman 
power is manifested in the sun, moon and 
stars; in rain, thunder and storm; in bud- 
ding spring, rushing river and raging ocean. 
He assigns a divine being to each of these 
manifestations. He fills the world with 
gods and goddesses. Ail the various peo- 
ple of the earth entertained the idea of 
gods many, The ancient Egyptians, the 
people of the Euphrates valley, the Hin- 
dus, Chinese, Greeks, Romans and Germans, 
each and all of them conceived themselves 
subject to a number of different gods. 
There are indications in the Bible that the 
forerunners of the Jewish people enter- 
tained a similar idea. The original name 
given to God was Elohim, which is plural, 
meaning gods. The vivid imaginations of 
some speculative theologians see the Trin- 
ity in that name; but it much more likely 
points backward rather than forward to 
the Christian era. When Jacob moved from 
Padan-Aram to the land of his father, his 
wife Rachel took her father’s teraphim 
with her. The teraphim were household 
gods. The commandment says: ‘*Thou 
shalt have no other Gods before me,’’ ad- 
mitting that there were other gods. The 
later prophets proclaimed Jehovah as one 
God over all the world and over all men, 
and Jesus confirmed this teaching and re- 
vealed the true nature of this one God of 
heaven and earth. 


God the Creator 


God is the Creator of the world and all 
that is therein. When He created all 
things and how we do not know, Our 
knowledge is limited. We know not the 
beginning of things nor their end. In the 
beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth, but when was that beginning? 
Bishop Usher years ago calculated the 
dates of the Bible carefully and thorough- 
ly and fixed the time of Adam’s creation 
as 4004 before the birth of Christ. Biblical 
scholars are agreed that those figures are 
as nearly correct as the dates of the Bible 
ean make them. But later discoveries in 
Egypt and Mesopotamia have revealed the 
fact that people lived in those countries 
thousands of years earlier and that Bible 
chronology is therefore not conclusive. The 
beginning of the world and of man in it 
is not known and perhaps never will be 
known. 

The manner of creation is as little known 
as the date of it. Ancient people had 
worked out stories of creation before the 
Bible was written. When the book of 
Genesis was formulated, an account of 
creation was placed in the beginning of it. 
For many ages Jews and Christians regard- 
ed that account as literally true. Many 
good people so regard it today. They 
foolishly think that. to yield the correct- 
ness of the account is to surrender the 
faith. But modern knowledge of astron- 
omy and geology and of the human race 
shows concltsively that the account can- 
not be received as literal history. Con- 


A. E. TRUXAL, D. D. 


strued metaphorically it teaches very im- 
portant truth, but it does not reveal the 
actual manner of creation. There are no 
known facts to substantiate the Biblical 
account. No one knows who wrote the 
book of Genesis. Tradition gives Moses 
as the author, who lived several thousand 
years later. But there are no facts to 
verify the tradition. No one knows who 
formulated the account or how it gained 
entrance into the book. Some say it was 
a revelation of God. When, where, how 
and to whom was this revelation made? 
No answer. But it is said we ought to ac- 
cept the account on faith, Very good; but 
everyone ought to be able to give a reason 
for the faith that is in him; for faith with- 
out reason is superstition. 

As I see it, the modern Christian be- 
lieves that God created the world and 
everything in it; that He created man; 
that He formed him in His own image; 
that He created him male and female, as 
He had made the vegetable and the animal 
male and female, These things he knows 
to be true from the manifestations of the 
world around him, from the things as they 
exist, from the experience of life, and from 
the imperative demands of his own soul. 
But from what he sees and knows of God’s 
operations in the world he does not believe 
that God originally spoke everything sud- 
denly into existence; that one day the 
world was not and the next day this great 
universe with its millions of bodies flew 
into existence; that one day vegetables 
were not, the next day the earth was 
covered with innumerable species of plant 
life; that one day there were no animals, 
and the next day millions of species of in- 
vertebrates, vertebrates and mamalia 
filled the whole earth; that He formed a 
body for man out of the dust of the ground 
and breathed into it the breath of life, and 
then made woman out of one of man’s ribs. 
The Christian conception of God does not 
include such magical operations. He does 
not regard them as at all necessary to his 
faith in God and his hope of salvation 
through Christ Jesus. They might fit in 
well with the mythical ideas of the ancient 
Gentile nations, but are not worthy of our 
God and. Father revealed to us in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. 

Some commentators in order to obviate 
the difficulties arisen in the light of mod- 
ern knowledge have taught that the six 
days of creation meant six periods of time. 
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A REAL NEED 


Bishop Collins Denny, speaking of 
religious papers, says, ‘‘Our day is 
as critical for us as has been the day 
of each generation of Christians. We 
need papers that will give our people 
the facts touching our work, papers 
that will advocate the truth for 
which we stand, papers that will 
cultivate the spiritual nature. The 
stronger and more widely circulated 
such papers are the better for our 
cause, especially such papers as our 
people will read and read with eager- 
ness, for it will do no good to print 
papers that will not be read.’’ 


ee 


But there is nothing whatsoever in the ac- 
counts to suggest that idea. For thousands 
of years believers in God regarded the days 
of creation as ordinary days, and it never 
occurred to any scholar to construe the days 
as periods of time until the knowledge of 
the world made it impossible to uphold the 
literal meaning of the account of creation. 
To me it seems only a makeshift to uphold 
what cannot be upheld, 

But if God did not create everything ac- 
cording to the manner of the Genesis ac- 
count, how did He create? That remains 
an unsolved mystery. Many scholars be- 
lieve that He created by long evolutionary 
processes. Objection is made to this theory 
that it is not proven. Neither is the theory 
of creation by fiat proven. Many times 
more facts are given in support of crea- 
tion by evolution than are given in support 
of the Genesis account. But it does not 
matter which view is held. Such knowl- 
edge is not necessary to salvation. Jesus 
said nothing about God’s manner of ecrea- 
tion. We simply hold fast to the creed 
which says: ‘‘I believe in God, the Father . 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and of earth.’? 
We are not required to believe in any mode 
of divine creation, 

Is it not a serious matter for a Christian 
not to believe in the divine authority of 
the account of creation given in the Bible? 
Not when it is remembered that there is a 
human element in the Bible. Some things 
long held as taught in the Bible have been 
given up without any injury to Christians, 
Biblical views of geography and astronomy 
have been abandoned without any serious 
effect upon the Christian religion. The 
literal teaching of St. Paul on the dress 
and conduct of women is entirely ignored 
at the present time without the destruction 
of the faith and virtues of women. The 
slavery, the use of strong drink, polygamy 
and concubinage tolerated in the Seriptures 
are now condemned. Such things are re- 
garded as human elements attached to the 
writings in the Bible. The denial of the 
practice of these things is not the denial 
of the Word of God in the Bible. It re- 
lieves that Word of human imperfections. 
No injury is done to the Christian when 
he finds that some views he once held 
lacked proper foundation. If he can give 
up the literal meaning and application of 
later things in the Bible without injurious 
results to his faith, he can more safely sur- 
render the literal meaning of the creation 
account that dates far back into the dim 
past. The position taken by some that to 
reject one thing in the Bible requires the 
rejection of everything in it is a self-de- 
ception. John Wesley is reported to have 
said that we might as well give up the 
whole Bible as to surrender the words in 
Exodus which say: ‘‘Thou shalt not suffer 
a witch to live.’’ Alas, what monstrous 
evils were committed in the persecution of 
supposed witches! If the Bible said two 
times two are four we would believe it, for 
we know it to be true; if it said two times 
two are five. we would not believe it, for 
we know that that is not true. That which 
has become obsolete or is found to be in- 
correct we simply attribute to human de- 
fect or ignorance. 


(To be continued) 
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To What Purpose Is This Waste? 


Wasted resources, powers, opportunities, 
personalities are the marks of the prodigal 
and the fool, Conservation and develop- 
ment are the marks of wisdom and the 
sercet to success. One of the big problems 
the country Chureh must solve is the elimi- 
nation of waste. 


In this paper we shall confine ourselves 
to one phase of a wasted ministry. We 
have no sympathy for the rural minister 
who wantonly and wilfully wastes his 
possibilities. Every pulpit should be 
closed to him and he should speedily be 
deposed. But the compelled waste to which 
many rural Churehes foree splendidly 
trained men, men who are capable and will- 
ing workers,—does give us grave concern, 
It is a fact, no longer to be questioned, 
that too many men, especially in the rural 
ministry are paid only a living salary, not 
a working salary, It is at this point that 
the Chureh is committing a grave sin 
against herself and the security of her 
future, It would be industrial suicide, an 
unthinkable blunder, to build a factory, 
house it in a splendid building, equip it 
with modern machinery and great engines 
and employ expertly trained mechanics and 
then fail to provide operating expenses. 
Fuel is abundantly provided that the great 
engines may throb and quiver in every 
valve with steam; books, ledgers and a full 
office equipment are installed, and expen- 
sive tools are supplied and kept in perfeet 
working condition that the wheels of in- 
dustry may turn. The result is increased 
production and greater profits. What a 
lesson the industrial world could teach the 
Chureh! ‘‘The children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the children 
of light.’’ 


It does appear like unpardonable waste 
on the part of the Church and an injustice 
to the man, to spend a small fortune in 
money and years in time to give a man 
the necessary academie education and the- 
. ological training that are required for 
effective service; then, to call him into a 
field full of opportunities on a living 
salary, but with no provision for operating 
expense—not a working salary. The min- 
ister and his family will live first, must 
live first; only with what is left can he 
begin operation. 


The salaries of rural ministers range 
from $1,600 to $1,800. Out of that comes 
the living first of all. But books must be 
purchased, summer schools should be at- 
tended, a little travel would be invaluable, 


REV. IRVIN G. SNYDER, Monroe, Pa. 


PARABLE OF THE VACATION- 
ISTs 


(From the Fresno Christian Church 
Bulletin) 


Now it came to pass as summer drew 
nigh that Mr. Church Member lifted 
up his eyes unto the hills and said: 


‘*Lo, the hot days cometh and 
even now are at hand. Come, let us 
go unto the heights where cool 
breezes refresh us and glorious scenes 
await.’’ 


‘‘Thou speakest wisely,’’ quoted 
Mrs. Church Member, ‘‘Yet three, 
yea, four things must we do before 
we go.’’ 


‘*Three things I can think of, but 
not four,’’ responded Mr. Church 
Member, ‘‘We must arrange for our 
flowers to be cared for, our chickens 
to be fed, and the mail forwarded, 
but the fourth eludes my mind.’’ 


‘‘The fourth is like the first three, 
yet more important than all. Thou 
shall dig down into thy purse and pay 
thy Church pledge, that the good 
name of the Church be preserved and 
that it may be well with thee; for 
verily I say unto thee, thou hast 
more money than thou wilt have 
when thou shalt return.’’ 


And it came to pass that Mr. 
Church Member paid his pledge for 
the summer, and the Treasurer re- 
joiced greatly, saying, ‘‘Of a truth 
there are those who care for the 
Lord’s work.’’ 


And it was so. 


A ear, at least a Ford, is a necessity and 
should be operated for pastoral work. 
(This latter item, according to a recent sur- 
vey by Ralph S. Adams, costs the rural 
minister on an average of $400 annually.) 
Other items that come properly under the 
head of operating expenses have a subtle 
way of drawing on the minister’s purse. 
Nothing need be said about payment of 
school debts. 


Tt is a sad ery, but none the less a real 
one, of men who are trained, capable, will- 


ing when they exclaim, ‘‘T cannot afford to 
do my work as it ought to be done—lI do-not 
have the money.’’ The cost in time 
and money of educating and training a 
man for the Gospel ministry, and the salary 
paid for a mere living is all waste until a 
working salary is provided. 

What finer investment could any congre- 
gation make than to enable the pastor to 
purchase good books, attend schools and 
conferences and to bring back the infor- 
mation and inspiration thus gained directly 
to his congregation for an entire year? Too 
many ministers are compelled to admit to 
themselves, ‘‘I can’t afford these things.’’ 

The country minister has in his charge 
a farmer who invests his money in a trac- 
tor, a ear, a self-binder and other modern 
devices, all of which inerease his profits. 
Or it may be an insurance agent or a physi- 
cian who spends a considerable amount on 
the up-keep of a car, The insurance agent 
has multiplied his patrons and increased 
his commissions; and the physician has in- 
creased his field of service with more 
patients and logically more fees. Or it 
may be a merchant who operates a truck 
at considerable expense. He too has in- 
creased his sales and therefore his profits. 
The minister too invests in equipment. 
He goes out to sell the Gospel of Salvation 
through Jesus Christ; to insure souls 
against sin and spiritual death; to heal 
sin-sick souls. But the results are vastly 
different. The farmer, the agent, the physi- 
cian, the merchant all have made a per- 
sonal investment that has been financially 
profitable—not so the minister. As a re- 
sult of his investment the Kingdom will 
gain, the Church will profit, and the min- 
ister will have the joy of service; but his 
purse is drained. 


It costs far less to support an Alms 
House than it does a construction gang. 
But of what profit the Alms House? It is 
only a necessary and beautiful charity. But 
the construction gang produces great 
things. Let us ask, ‘‘To what purpose is 
this waste’’ of training a ministry and 
calling it to a field full of opportunities on 
only a living salary, when a few hundred 
dollars more would put the same ministry 
on the greatest construction gang under 
the sun? It is doubtless best that minis- 
ters’ salaries should not be exceedingly 
large. But for the sake of the Kingdom 
they should be sufficiently large to provide 
a working fund, operating expenses, and 
enable every man to join the construction 


gang. 


Inspiring Community Consciousness and Loyalty 


(Editorial Note:—Rev. C. J. Snyder, the 
author of this article, is well qualified by 
experience and through accomplishments, 
to discuss the above topic. He served the 
Reformed congregation in the Honey Creek 
community near Dawson, Nebraska, for 
ten years before he accepted the call to 
his present field a few months ago, Through 
the vision, leadership and guidance of Rev. 
and Mrs, Snyder, this strictly open coun- 
try community won the first prize for the 
State of Nebraska in a ‘‘progressive rural 
community’’ contest this year—a fitting 
tribute to the service of this remarkable 
pair of rural spiritual leaders! The prin- 
ciples set down in this article are the prin- 
ciples which were followed by Rev, and 
Mrs. Snyder in their service to the Honey 
Greek community—Ralph S, Adams.) 


A family with well-furnished house, 
eapable workers, and quite interesting in- 
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dividuals is not funetioning as a home if 
there be a lack of recognition that the 
family is an institution dependent upon 
the varying but combined services of all 
its members. This sense of belonging to 
the group and of having enjoyable obliga- 
tions within the group is found in the 
terms community consciousness and loyal- 
ty. Hence a very necessary part of the 
task of every country life leader is the 
development of this ‘‘team-spirit.’’ 


Naturally the first thing needed to get 
folks to realize that they should work to- 
gether is to get them started in working 
together! In one community a small group 
interested in a winter lecture course put it 
across on the option basis, making every- 
one realize that if was a non-profit venture 
which must have the support of the entire 
community if it were to be done, Like- 
wise other ventures were introduced on the 
same basis, with lots of work by the pro- 


moters, but always emphasizing that all 
were doing this together by promotion, 
financial support, or their attendance. Fre- 
quently being linked up with such group- 
ventures helps everyone to acquire gradu- 
ally the word ‘‘our’’ instead of ‘‘their’’ 
when speaking of any community venture 
or achievement. 


To aid in the promotion of new attempts, 
to encourage maintenance of those already 
in operation, and to develop a favorable 
sentiment for new ones, there must be 
some means of publicity which will reach 
virtually every home of the community. 
Village consciousness and loyalty cannot 
be developed or maintained simply through 
interest of the business men’s small-pat- 
tern chamber of commerce—it must in- 
elude a majority of folks as its staunch 
promoters, Use of the village paper (if it 
goes into most homes in the community 
area), a weekly news sheet, a monthly pub- 
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lic meeting which enlists quite general at- 
tendance, or some other good means of 
publicity, is absolutely necessary. Folks 
cannot be interested in great problems or 
in small ones unless they are informed. 
As soon as some one thing has been ac- 
complished through community c¢o-opera- 
tion, pride in that achievement should be 
encouraged, A normal pride in what has 
been done helps greatly in ‘‘putting 


across’’ the next attempt. With this satis- 
faction in achievement, rural folks must 
have an ever-present satisfaction and pride 
in. being rural dwellers. This must be 
much more than a stubborn resentment 
against city dwellers; it must be based on 
real appreciation of the beauties and joys 
of country dwelling. For neither commun- 
ity consciousness and loyalty nor family 
consciousness and loyalty can be built 
without some satisfaction in what has 
been done and in the clearly cherished 
hope of further gradual improvement. 


One of the things so frequently forgot- 
ten as an aid in this whole problem is the 
commendation of such individual services 
us are in fact a good turn to the commun- 
ity, such as, cutting down hedge fencing 
along the road-way, a good job of dragging 
the roads, improvements on the farm, well- 


MY EARTHLY HOUSE 


Happy—’tis my natal day— 
Happy, in my house of clay, 
With many favors blest. 


For He who placed this frail house 
here— 

Can prop it up another year, 

If He should think it best. 


When we together walk no more, 
All will move on just as before; 
It’s right to be that way. 


Shall we not things in order set, 
And then leave here with no regret, 
When called to go some day? 


—Hlizabeth W. Fry. 


planned yards and premises, ete. Small 
group projects and achievements flourish 
likewise if they receive some measure of 
praise—as, for instance, the various school 
and club projects. This making of a pub- 
lie good of what was not necessarily done 
in that spirit will help get that spirit 


awakened, Furthermore, praise in care- 
ful doses will not hurt anyone. 

A check on progressive and loyal com- 
munities would very likely reveal many 
cases of long-term services of some pro- 
fessional men in the community. Rural 
people are prone to worship at the Ameri- 
can shrine of ‘‘bigness’’ and perpetuate 
the idea that all able and ambitious doe- 
tors, teachers, and ministers get to the top 
by going to the city! The fact that pro- 
fessional men and women can find a par- 
ticular community worth serving and offer- 
ing a satisfying life is an invaluable asset 
in building community consciousness and 
loyalty, and should be realized more fully, 
(By the way, not much can be done in 
community building in short pastorates.) 

Creating or developing this spirit which 
can mean so much for-community welfare 
and progress and contentment requires 
that some folks have both the immediate 
and the distant items of change and im- 
provement fairly well in mind. They need 
not be organized step for step as a pro- 
gram, but they must be recognized among the 
leadership group, as the goals ahead and 
with some idea of the order in which they 
shall be attempted. But mostly, it takes a 
lot of gasoline to develop community con- 
sciousness and loyalty! 


REFORMED CHURCH REUNIONS 


Wednesday, 
Park 
Thursday, July 19—Pen-Mar Park. 


Jwy 18—Rolling Green 


THE SUMMER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
JULY 2-13, 1928 


The Faculty and Subjects will be the 
following: 

First Week 

Hugh Black, Union Theological 
nary, Subject: 
Biblical Books.’’ 

George W. Richards, Lancaster, Pa. Sub- 
ject: ‘*The Gospel of God.’’ 

James, Moffatt, Union Theological Semi- 
nary: ‘‘ Epistle of James.’’ 

Ralph 8, Adams, Rural Work Secretary. 
Conference on Rural Work. 

Second Week 

Nevin C. Harner, Lehighton, Pa. Sub- 
ject: ‘fA Congregational Program of Re- 
ligious Education.’’ 

Charles A. Dinsmore, Yale University. 
Subject: ‘‘ Literary Supremacy of the Eng- 
lish Bible.’?’ 

Matthew Spinka, Chicago Theological 
Seminary. Subject: ‘‘Post-War Status of 
the Eastern Orthodox Churches,’’ 


Expenses 

The Registration Fee is $10, which in- 
eludes admission to all the lectures, and is 
to be paid by all students upon registra- 
tion, Admission to the lectures of each 
day is $1.50. Rooms in Dormitory, Rich- 
ards Hall, and board in Refectory, Dietz 
Hall, for the term will be furnished for 
$20. Shower baths and toilets are provided 
on each floor of the dormitory. Applica- 
tion for rooms will be received after May 
1; rooms will be assigned in the order of 
application. 


Registration and Enrollment 


The Registrar’s Office in Richards Hall 
will be open for registration and enroll- 
ment of students on Monday, July 2, 2-5 P. 
M., 7-10 P. M:; after Monday, daily, ex- 
cept Sunday, 9-12 A. M., 2-5 P. M. Regis- 
trar—Rev. W. A. Korn, Ph. D. All com- 
munications relative to the Summer School 


Semi- 
‘‘Homiletical Values of 


should be addressed to President George 
W. Richards, Theological Seminary, Lan- 
caster, Pa. 


A LETTER FROM DR, CADMAN 
Dear Dr. Leinbach: 

Millions in China are starving! 

Because there is nothing to eat, mothers 
are drowning their babies, fathers are sell- 
ing wives and children. In villages of 500, 
three to ten funerals are reported daily. 
Leaves, bark and chaff are used as food. 
Feebly crying children are fed clay-soup, 
that helps to stop their craving, but only 
a lingering death results. And $100 will 
keep a Chinese village alive for a month; 
$10 will keep 5 families; $5 will feed five 
children. Millions are dying. How many 
will you save? Send checks to James A. 
Thomas, Treasurer, care of China Famine 
Relief, 419 Fourth Ave., New York. 

Yours in the name of humanity, 


—S. Parkes Cadman, 
Chairman National Committee. 


Statement By Herbert Hoover 


The reports of the Department of Com- 
merce indicate a very real famine in China 
from which several million people are suf- 
fering greatly. The American people have 
never failed to respond to a eall for charity 
in time of need. 

I wish to commend the efforts of the 
China Famine Relief Fund in its attempt 
to bring this aid to a most unfortunate 
people and I trust it will meet with gener- 
ous support. —Herbert Hoover, 


NOTICE! 


Reformed Church delegates to the World 
Sunday School Convention at Los Angeles 
will be interested in the announcement of 
two special engagements for them: 

1. The Reformed and Presbyterian Fel- 
hes Meeting on the afternoon of July 

4. 

2. The Reformed Church rally and ban- 
quet to be held in the new First Reformed 
Church at 5.30 on the same evening. Dr. 
Edward F. Evemeyer, Superintendent of 
the Department of the Pacific Coast and 


our host for the occasion writes, ‘‘This 
promises to be a great occasion.’?’, 

Dr, Evemeyer has graciously undertaken 
the task of making hotel reservations for 
all the members of the Fellowship Tour— 
a very considerable undertaking. He sug- 
gests that delegates may feel free to write 
to him at 332 West 37th St., Los Angeles, 
California, for any information and that 
he will be at their service ‘‘For anything ~ 
within the bounds of reason.’’ Los Ange- 
les is astir looking forward to this great 
occasion! 


THAT AUTOMOBILE FUND 


Martinsburg, W. Va., started this fund 
and is credited with three contributions, 
with a total of $85. .Well done, for Mar- 
tinsburg! We now have a fund of $932— 
and we need $393 more. With Martins- 
burg in the lead, Philadelphia follows with 
$80; Harrisburg, Pa., comes next with $55; 
and Lancaster, Pa., has given $53. All 
other towns and cities drop below the $50 
mark. Sixteen more $25 checks—and we 
will go over the top ‘‘on high.’’ Of course 
we will do it eventually, Why not now? 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Rev. E. H. Laubach from Trafford, Pa., 
to Zelienople, Pa. 

Rev. F. Wm. Schacht from R. D. 1, Ber- 
lin, Pa., to R. D, 1. Chicora, Pa. 

Rev. 8. S. Smith from Hoffman Orphan- 
age, Littlestown, Pa., to 739 W. Princess 
St., York, Pa. 

Rev, A. R. Zendt from New York City 
to 228 Elizabeth Ave., Elizabethport, N. J. 


Zion’s Church, Greenville, Pa., Dr. Paul 
J. Dundore, pastor, observed Holy Com- 
munion June 24. The S. 8. is co-operating 
in the D. V. B. S., and is expecting a large 
number of children to attend. 

The first International Christian Press 
Conference will be held at Cologne, Ger- 
many, August 19-21, 1928, If this confer- 
ence can adopt plans by which the leading 
people of our Churches can be persuaded 
to take and read religious papers, it will 
perform a task worth while, 
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After July 1, Rev. E. H. Laubach, of 
Zelienople, Pa., is available for pulpit sup- 
ply work. 


The congregation of the Wooster Ave. 
Chureh, Akron, O., Rev. H. B. Diefenbach, 
pastor, enjoyed pietures from Palestine on 
June 24, at the evening service, which was 
the last service until Sept. 9. Holy Com- 
munion will be observed July 1. The S. S. 
Board met for a pienie supper on June 26. 


Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. H. 
N. Kerst, pastor. The offering for Heidel- 
berg College on Children’s Day amounted 
to $510. Masonic Night was observed 
June 24, Holy Communion will be observ- 
ed July 1. The sacred cantata, ‘‘The In- 
heritance Divine,’’ was presented by the 
full choir under the direction of Mr. Paul 
C, Long, on the evening of June 17. 


Salem-Zion Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. Au- 
gust W. Klinger, pastor, and Mr. Otto A. 
Jaeger, Secretary, has paid its Ministerial 
Relief Sustentation quota of $2,235.00 in 
full, and for good measure has overpaid it 
$15.00, making a total of $2.250. A num- 
ber of other congregations in our Chureh 
have also paid their Ministerial Sustenta- 
tion quotas in full. 


“‘The Messenger’’ regrets to report the 
illness of our friend, Rev. Gustav R. 
Poetter, of St. Mark’s Church, Reading, 
who was seized with a severe stomach 
affection on June 16. He is getting along 
as well as ean be expected, but will have 
to rest from his manifold labors for some 
weeks. His many friends will join in sin- 
cere prayer for his speedy and complete 
restoration. 


Because of the increased receipts of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief through its new 
Apportionment, the Board at its annual 
meeting, June 20 and 21st, felt justified in 
materially increasing the annuties of 87 of 
its oldest and most needy Ministerial Re- 
lief annuitants. In the degree in which the 
receipts of the Board of Ministerial Relief 
increase the Board will increase the annui- 
ties of the aged and disabled ministers and 
their widows of our Church. 


Rey. Dr. Albert S. Glessner, pastor of 
the Austintown Community Chureh, near 
Youngstown, O., was this ‘year unani- 
mously elected by the members of 3 differ- 
ent high school graduation classes to preach 
the baccalaureate sermon, preaching for 
the 6th consecutive time for the Fitch High 
School graduates. Dr. and Mrs. Glessner 
announce the marriage of their daughter, 
Bertha Rosella, to Samuel Henry Shaw, of 
Niles, O., on Saturday, June 23, at 5 P. M., 
at the parsonage. 


President Darms, of the Mission House, 
who is an aceredited delegate to the Rotary 
International Convention at Minneapolis, 
representing the Rotary Club of Sheboy- 
gan. Wis., writes enthusiastically about 
that gathering of Rotarians. ‘‘This is a 
great convention,’’ he says. ‘‘There are 
7,000 men from 44 nations of the world as- 
sembled with the serious purpose of link- 
ing up the ethical aspirations of all the 
peoples of the earth, Rotary has moved a 
notch higher—from professional and com- 
munity service into the realm of world 
service, and is an influence for good-will 
throughout the earth.’’ 

Superintendent Evemeyer has just ad- 
vised us that on Saturday afternoon, July 
14, the Pan-Presbyterian gathering, in con 
nection with the World’s Sunday School 
Convention, will be held at 2 P. M. in the 
First Reformed Church, Los Angeles. Our 
own denominational rally and banquet will 
be held at the same place on the evening 
of the same day, about 5.30 P. M. On 
Sunday morning, July 15, the Editor of 
“©The Messenger’’ is scheduled to preach 
in the First Reformed Chureh. The Re- 
formed Chureh delegat‘on will for the most 
part, stop at the Coliseum and Tyler Hotels, 
which are convenient both to the Church 
and the Convention Hall. 


The United Mission in Mesopotamia, of 
which our Church is a part, will be rein- 
foreed by 3 missionaries this fall—Revy. 
Jefferson C. Glessner, of Berlin, Pa., Miss 
Helen M. Grether, of Baltimore, Md., and 
Miss Effie May Honse, of Calumet, Pa., all 
of them members of our Reformed Church. 
Rev. and Mrs. David D. Baker, of Chicago, 
Ill., are also under appointment for Meso- 
potamia, but Mr. Baker—having received 
a Fellowship from McCormick Seminary 
will spend a year in the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, before proceeding to 
the field. 


In a recent letter received from Mrs. 
Mary B. Hoy, missionary to China, she an- 
nounced her safe arrival in Norway, where 
she is spending a short time with her 
daughter, Mrs. Mabel Kiaer, before going 
to Yochow City. It is understood by the 
Board of Foreign Missions, if it will be in- 
advisable for any of the women missionar- 
ies to reside at our stations in China, that 
Mrs. Hoy will proceed to Japan, where she 
ean be of help in the work among the 
women of Japan. A few years ago, during 
the 40th anniversary celebration of our 
schools at Sendai, Mrs. Hoy surprised 
everybody by making an address in Japa- 
nese. 


St. Luke’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
Rev. H, A. Shiffer, pastor. The 8th annual 
Minstrel and Revue was presented hy the 
North End Minstrel Club at the Irving 
Theatre, Monday evening, April 16. 
Mother’s Day and Children’s Day were 
each fittingly observed. Apportionment 
was again paid in full. The pastor was 
elected a delegate primarius to the meet- 
ing of General Synod. A nursery has re- 
cently been opened, under the management. 
of Mrs. Robert Brenholtz and Miss Marga- 
ret Miller. Here parents may leave their 
children during the hour of morning wor- 
ship. The Chureh grounds are at present 
being improved. 


The final schedule for the Summer School 
of Theology, being held at Laneaster, Pa., 
in the Theological Seminary, July 2-13, is 
as follows: Opening sermon, Monday, July 
2,8 P. M., Prof. Hugh Black; Daily Devo- 
tional Service will be held each day 9-9.15 
A. M., Sunday excepted. First Week: 9.20- 
10.10 A. M., Expository Preaching, Prof. 
Black; 10.20-11.10, The Gospel of God, 
Epistle of James, Prof. James Moffatt. 
Prof. George W. Richards; 11.20-12.10, 
Second Week: 9.20-10.10, Eastern Orthodox 
Church, Prof. Matthew Spinka; 10.20-11.10, 
Religious Edueation, Prof. Nevin C. Har- 
ner; 11.20-12.10, The English Bible, Prof. 
Charles A. Dinsmore. Conferenees on 
Rural Work by Seeretary Ralph S. Adams. 
Daily evening discussions led by members 
of the Faculty. 


St. John’s Chureh, Staunton, Va., Rev. 
Horace R. Lequear, pastor, will hold its 
3rd annual home-coming Aug. 5, It is 
hoped that all former pastors of the Chureh 
and people who were formerly residents 
of the community will be present. It is 
expected that Mt. Tabor congregation will 
join with the congregation of St. John’s on 
this oceasion, as St, John’s was formerly a 
Union Chureh, Worship at St. John’s be- 
gan about 1770; the first Union Chapel, 
used by both Lutheran and Reformed con- 
gregations, was built in 1785, and the St. 
John’s congregation was organized prior 
to 1800. Former pastors of the Church who 
are still living are Revs. S. L. Whitmore, 
D. D., R. Raymond Jones, J. Philip Harner, 
Samuel J. Kirk, A, C. Peeler and Clarence 
Woods. 


The many friends of Rey. Dr. and Mrs. 
Jaeob Rupp, Allentown, Pa., will be grieved 
to learn of a serious accident that befell 
them on their recent trip to Western Penn- 
sylvania, Coming from Bellefonte on Mon- 
day morning, June 18th, they encountered 
a heavy rain and while driving down a 
steep hill between Cresson and Johnstown, 
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the automobile skidded, completely up- 
setting, and pinning them under the wreck- 
age. Fortunately, they were soon sur- 
rounded by friends who made it possible 
for them to be brought to Johnstown, 
where they were taken care of by their 
many friends. While both Dr. and Mrs. 
Rupp are suffering much pain, we are glad 
to report that no permanent injuries are 
expected to result from this unexpected ex- 
perience. Rey. Dr. A. B. Bauman will ac- 
company them to their home. 


The 5th Dedicatory Anniversary of 
Heidelberg Church, Dayton, O., Rev. Chal 
mers G. Beaver, pastor, was observed with 
special services on June 17. Prof. Edward 
R. Hamme preached a very appropriate ser- 
mon in the morning, and the evening ser- 
vice consisted of vocal and instrumental 
selections, A large vested choir, under the 
direction of Charles I. Beaver, contributed 
greatly to the suecess of the day. Both 
services were well attended. 100 enjoyed 
the banquet at the noon hour, served by 
the Ladies’ Aid in the dining room of the 
Chureh. 5 new members were reeeived and 
the offerings of the day amounted to $600, 
with pledges on the Chureh debt of over 
$2,000. It was a great day of worship and 
fellowship and will stand out in memory as 
a historic day in the life of the Chureh, A 
social reception for new members received 
during the past year will he held Friday 
evening, June 29, Holy Communion will 
be observed July 8. Lieutenant Governor 
Pickrel will speak at the first of the open 
air services, being held during July and 
August. The Heidelberg choir will furnish 
fhe special musie for the union service on 
Aug. 5. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and e Decorating 
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On May 30, Rev. Dr. Martin Schweitzer, 
Ephrata, Pa., preached the baccalaureate 
sermon in First Church to the largest grad- 
uating class, of 56 members, of the High 
School, The pastor also delivered an ad- 
dress on June 7 to the Rotary Club at 
Slatington, Pa., as the guest of Rev. John 
Guth. 

Rev. Harry L. Fogleman, of Chicago, 
writes from Corsicana, Texas, that he is 
on a 14 weeks’ Chautauqua tour for the 
Redpath Bureau, through Texas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, Colorado, Nebraska and Kan- 
sas. He says that the crowds are large and 
enthusiastic, and that he is travelling by 
auto and ‘‘enjoying every minute.’’ 

Dr. and Mrs, James J. Waygood, of 653 
Ferne Ave., Drexel Hill, Pa., announce the 
arrival on June 9 of James Jameson Way- 
good, Jr. This fine young gentleman is a 
grandson of the late Rev. Dr. Rufus W. 
Miller and also of Dr. Walter H. Waygood, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of East Stroudsburg, Pa. We wish him all 
good things. 

Children’s Day was observed in the Car- 
lisle Rural Charge, Rev. Daniel A, Brown, 
pastor, as follows: Trinity Church, June 10, 
at 10 A. M.; Salem, June 10, at 7.30 P. M.; 
St. Matthew, June 17, 10.30 A. M. Splen- 
did programs were rendered and the deco- 
rations were beautiful. The pastor deliver- 
ed appropriate addresses illustrated by ob- 
jects. The congregations were large. Salem 
Chureh was crowded and some could not 
get in. 

The ‘‘Watchman-Examiner’’ says: ‘‘ We 
have before us a Church calendar that 
names the officers and committees of the 
Chureh, but does not name anywhere the 
successful pastor of the Church. We have 
another calendar that tells all about the 
great work and services of a Church, but 
does not mention the city in which the 
Church is situated. Ought there not be in 
our seminaries, in this day of many chairs, 
a chair of Church calendars?’’ 

The Men’s League of Grace Church, 
York, Pa., Rev. Irvin A. Raubenhold, pas- 
tor, had arranged an auto trip to Mercers- 
burg Academy on Saturday afternoon, 
June 23; about 150 were looking forward 
to the trip which was to afford them 
an opportunity to see the new Chapel 
and to hear a short recital on the 
carillon and organ. The trip has been 
postponed out of respect to the passing of 
Dr. Irvine, the Headmaster. The trip will 
be made some time later. 

First Church, Washington, D. C., Rev. Dr. 
James D. Buhrer, pastor. The annual 8. 8S. 
pienic was held on June 27. Holy Com- 
munion was observed on June 24. The Sun- 
day evening services have been discon- 
tinued until Sept. 16. The Men’s Class to- 
gether with the Zwingli Bible Class of 
Grace Church held a most effective social 
on June 13. About 80 men attended and 
enjoyed the program. Rev. H. Councellor 
delivered the main address, 


The Cedar Crest College Club of Phila- 
delphia was entertained in Allentown June 
6th by Mrs. Henry Reiff, Mrs. A. B. Ells- 
worth, Mrs. Allen Fellencex and Miss Nina 
Danavsky. After a fine luncheon the regu- 
lar business meeting was held after which 
the members were taken to the college 
campus to witness the delightful Greek 
play. After the usual summer’s vacation, 
the next meeting will be held in Ocean 
City, N. J., Sept. 4, at the home of Mrs. 
Geiger, 


Grace Church, Shippensburg, Pa., Rev. H. 
D, Althouse, pastor. A pageant entitled, 
‘‘The Garden Eternal,’’ was presented by 
the Beginners, Primary and Junior Depts. 
of the 8. 8. The Junior Congregation and 
the G, M. G. sent 2 Friendship School Bags 
to the Mexican children. The Young Peo- 
ple’s Society is doing very commendable 
work, They will send a young man to the 
Summer Schooi to be held at Cedar Crest. 
The G, M. G. is sending 2 young ladies to 


the Hood Missionary Conference, The pas- 
tor expects to attend the Summer School of 
Religious Education at Dickinson College, 
July 2-13. 

Revs. 8. BE. Stofflett, D. D., C. T. Moyer 
and Thomas Jones, took part in the ordi- 
nation to the holy ministry of the Rey. 
George W. Kohler, and his installation as 
pastor of St. John’s Chureh, Freeland, Pa. 
Over 400 attended this impressive service, 
and the congregation gave Mrs. Kohler a 
large basket of American beauty roses, and 
a purse of $75 for a kitchen shower. Im- 
mediately after the service a reception 
was held for Rev. and Mrs. Kohler, which 
was attended by a number of pastors of 
the vicinity. It was a most auspicious be- 
ginning of the new pastoral relationship. 

Our friend, Mr. Paul F, Schminke, York, 
Pa., Secretary of the Pen-Mar Reunion, 
would like everybody to mark down on the 
engagement calendar ‘‘the’’ big event 
which is to take place on Thursday, July 
19—the 39th Reunion of the Reformed 
Churehes at Pen-Mar, The committee has 
been most fortunate in securing President 
George W. Richards, of the Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, to make the ad- 
dress. Special musie will be rendered by 
the choir of the Evangelical Reformed 
Chureh, Frederick, Md., under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Maude Waters Dittmar. Be 
sure to take in this great reunion! 


It is of interest to note that among the 
good folks who have joined the Reformed 
Church Fellowship Tour to the World’s 8. 
8S. Convention at Los Angeles, are the Rey. 
and Mrs. James Kelly, of Scotland, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred P. Stafford, of New York. 
Mr. Kelly is the Secretary of the World’s 
S. S. Association in Scotland, and Mr. Staf- 
ford is a member of the Board of Trustees. 
The Maryland State delegation will also 
be a part of our train during a portion of 
the journey. The Editor of the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’? and his wife are expected to be 
‘famong those present’? throughout the 
trip, and almost 100 are now registered, 


In the Huntingdon congregation, Rev. H. 
D. MeKeehan, pastor, Mother’s Day was 
fittingly celebrated, So, too, was the Fes- 
tival of Spring. The D. V. B. 8. was well 
attended and supported. The total enroll- 
ment was about 400. The kiddies were 
given a picnic at Alfarata Park, June 22. 
Work on the new Church and §. 8. build- 
ings is well under way. It is planned to 
lay the corner-stone in July. A number 
of young people will take the courses 
offered at Spruce Creek Camp. In recog- 
nition of his work as preacher and author, 
the pastor has been eleeted to life mem- 
bership in the Pi Gamma Mu, the National 
Social Science Honor Society. 


Holy Communion was observed in St. 
Paul’s Church, Shrewsbury, Pa., Rev. C. M. 
Mitzell, pastor, on June 10, and in Beth- 
any Chureh, New Freedom, on June 17. 
There were large congregations present. 
Children’s Day services were held in St. 
Paul’s on June 17 and in Bethany on June 
24. The York County Reformed Minister- 
ium was the guest of the pastor on Tues- 
day afternoon, June 19. The various Sun- 
day Schools will hold their annual pienics 
as follows: Bethany, July 14; St. John, 
Sadler, July 28; Bethlehem, Stiltz, Aug. 5; 
St. Paul, Aug. 26. Home-Coming services 
will be held in all Churches the Sunday fol- 
lowing the pienic. The 4th anniversary of 
the present pastorate will be observed dur- 
ing August. 


On June 10 Rey. P. E. Heimer preached 
the sermon to the Thurmont High School 
Graduating Class in Trinity Church, on the 
the theme, ‘‘The Opportunities and Re- 
sponsibilities of Our Present Day Youths,’’ 
to a very large audience. On the after- 
noon of June 24 he preached a special ser- 
mon to the Acacia Lodge of Masons of 
Thurmont in the Tabernacle of Mt. Tabor 
Park at Rocky Ridge, which they attended 
in a body, The evening open-air services 


will begin in the Tabernacle of the Park 
at Rocky Ridge on July 15, and will eon- 
tinue every Sunday evening during July 
and August. Mt. Tabor Park is owned and 
operated by Mt. Tabor Union Church as a 
very successful community project and 
forms the center of activities. 

St. John’s Church, Pottstown, Pa., Rev. 
Walter D, Mehrling, pastor. New hymn 
racks, the gift of William S. Ebert, have 
been installed. A Historical Scrap Book is 
heing kept by Lewis Feather, who places 
therein all items appearing in the Potts- 
town paper. The book has been brought up 
to date and is very interesting. The Chil- 
dren’s Day exercises were held June 17, A 
feature of the program was the playing of 
the Progressive Trumpeters. On this same 
Sunday the 3rd anniversary of the trans- 
fer of the work from the house at 1040 
High Street to the new building was ob- 
served. At St. Paul’s Church, Stowe, the 
Children’s Day exercises were held June 
10. A splendid festival was held recently 
by the Busy Worker’s Society. 


St. John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. 
Robert Thena, pastor. Mother’s Day was 
observed with appropriate services. Offer- 
ing for the Phoebe Deaconess Home was 
$65, On May 27th the American Legion, 
the Woman’s Legion Auxiliary, the Local 
Service Men and the Patriotic Order Sons 
of America were guests of the congrega- 
tion. The pastor delivered a splendid ser- 
mon on the theme, ‘‘Lest We Forget.’’? Ap- 
propriate music was rendered. June 3rd 
the pastor delivered the baccalaureate ser- 
mon to the graduating class of the high 
school. June 10th was observed as Chil- 
dren’s Day, at which time infant baptism 
was condueted. The Church is co-operat- 
ing in the Community Daily Vacation Bible 
School whose sessions are held in the high 
school building. The pastor has been voted 
a month’s vacation. 


On Sunday, June 17, Mr. Albert S. As- 
endorf was ordained and installed as pas- 
tor of Faith Church, State College, Pa. Dr. 
W. F. DeLong, Field Secretary of the 
Board of Home Missions, preached the ordi- 
nation sermon and conducted the ordi- 
nation service, after which the Rev. W. W. 
Moyer, of Boalsburg, Chairman of the Or- 
dination and Installation Committee of 
West. Susequehanna Classis, conducted the 
service of installation. Mr. Moyer also 
conducted the liturgical service, <A large 
audience was present which came forward 
after the service to greet the new pastor 
and extend to him the right hand of fel- 
lowship. Mr, Asendorf starts the work at 
Faith Chureh under very favorable aus- 
pices. The chancel was beautifully deco- 
rated with cut flowers in honor of the oe- 
casion. The parents of Mr. Asendorf and 
Dr. and Mrs. Hauser, of Baltimore, Md., 
were present to witness the ordination ser- 
vice. Dr. and Mrs. Hauser are members 
of St. Paul’s, Baltimore, of which Mr. As- 
endorf was a member. 


The 20th anniversary of the ministry of 
Rev. John C, Sanders was observed on 
June 24, when the sermons were preached 
by Rev. Dr. K, Otis Spessard. Special solos 
were rendered by Mrs, Mabel Burkholder 
and Miss Margaret Coover. After his 
graduation in 1908 from Bucknell Univers- 
ity, Rev. Mr. Sanders was elected to the 
pastorate of Calvary Church, Turtle Creek. 
After serving in his first pastorate for 6% 
years, he accepted a call to the Paradise 
Charge at Turbotville, and after 11 years 
of fruitful service, Rev. Mr. Sanders began 
the work of his present pastorate of the 
Grindstone Hill Charge, Marion, Pa., in 
1926. In the two years of his present 
charge advance steps have been along a 
number of lines and the S. 8S. work has 
been especially encouraging. During the 
20 years 363 members were received into 
the various congregations served by Rev. 
Mr. Sanders, he was sent twice as a dele- 
gate to General Synod, and for 9 years wag 
stated Clerk of Wyoming Classis, 


JUNE 28, 1928. | 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


13 


Two unusual services in one day in Beth- 
any Church, Butler, Pa., marked June 17th 
as an outstanding day. In the morning at 
the usual worship hour the Chureh School 
children under the supervision of their 
teachers revealed the high quality of the 
Children’s Day service issued by our 
Church this year. ‘‘ Better Boys and Girls’? 
was considered a fine program by all who 
shared in it. In the evening, Licentiate 
Frank Hiack, graduate of the class of 1928 
of Central Theological Seminary, was or- 
dained and installed as pastor of the con- 
gregation by a committee of Allegheny 
Classis consisting of Revs. Francis R. Cas- 
selman and John F. Bair, and Elder W. A. 
Ashbaugh, of Bethany, Butler. Rev. Mr. 
Casselman reminded the congregation of 
their duties toward a pastor, Rev. Mr. Bair 
instructed the pastor-cleet concerning his 
obligations to the people, and then con- 
ducted the ordination services, after which 
Rev. Mr. Casselman installed him. The 
service was followed by a half-hour of 
gped fellowship between pastor and peo- 
ple. 


The Grindstone Hill and Marion, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. John C. Sanders, pastor, Chil- 
dren’s Day was fittingly observed in both 
Churehes. On June 24 the pastor observed 
the 20th anniversary of his ministry with 
appropriate services, the preacher of the 
day being Rey. Dr. K. Otis Spessard. Holy 
Communion will be observed at Grindstone 
Hill, July 1, and at Marion, July 8. The 
average attendance at the Grindstone Hill 
S. S. for the past year was 167, at Marion, 
128. Miss Ruth Henneberger, a missionary 
nurse of China, was a guest speaker at the 
Grindstone Hill Church on April 22, hav- 
ing spoken in the afternoon of the 17th at 
the joint meeting of the W. M. S. of 
Heidelberg Church, Marion, and the W. M, 
S. of Mercersburg Classis. Miss Minerva 
Weil addressed the gathering in the even- 
ing. The work of the Near East Relief 
was presented April 22 at Marion, an offer- 
ing of $80 was made. Of the 369 members 
of the charge, 308 communed at least once 
during the year. $2,284 was contributed 
for benevolence ,and $6,129 for all pur- 
poses, during the year. 


The 10th anniversary of the dedication 
of St. Paul Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
E. Elmer Sensenig, pastor, is being ob- 
served with special services during the 
week of June 24. On Sunday Rey. Dr. W. 
F. DeLong preached at the anniversary 
services held at 9.30 A. M. and 7.30 P, M. 
Tuesday night was Missionary Society and 
Girls’ Missionary Guilds Night and the 
sermon was delivered by Rev. Dr. J. G. 
Rupp. Rev. James M. Mullan gave the 
main address on Wednesday evening which 
was Secial Service Night and was attended 
by the Ladies’ Aid Societies, Brotherhoods 
and Men’s Organizations, Boy Scouts, and 
kindred organizations, Rev. Thomas Royce 
Brendle and Troop No. 1, Boy Scouts of 
Egypt, were guests at this service. The 
consistories, 8. S. superintendents, officers 
and teachers were especially invited to at- 
tend the Leadership Night Service being 
held Thursday night, when Mr. Harry KE. 
Paisley is delivering the main address. 
Miss Catherine A. Miller will direct a 
Social Hour and a Worship Hour on Fri- 
day evening, which is Young People’s 
Night. Special music will be rendered by 
the Lehigh Co. C. E. Chorus under the di- 
rection of William Zettlemoyer, and C, E.’s 
of Bethlehem and Easton are expected to 
be present. On Sunday, July 1, Holy Com- 
munion will be observed and the sermon 
will be preached by Rev. Dr. J. Rauch 
Stein, In the evening at 730, the climax 
of the week will be reached when the first 
mortgage will be burned. Dr, Stein will 
also preach the evening sermon at this last 
special anniversary service. 


The 38th Annual Assembly for Spiritual 
Conference of Ministers and Laymen will 


be held at Franklin and Marshall Academy, 


Laneaster, Pa., July 30-Aug. 3. The devo- 
tions on Monday, July 30, will be opened 
at 7.45 P, M., in charge of Rev. William F. 
Kosman, President, and the sermon will be 
preached by Rev. Edgar F. Hoffmeier, on 
the theme, ‘‘Satisfying a Self.’’? On Tues- 
day, at 9 A. M., devotions will be in charge 
of Rev. J. William Zehring, and a Bible 
study on ‘*The Problem of Suffering and 
the Book of Job’? will be made by Rev. 
Edward A. G. Hermann. At 10 A. M. dis- 
cussion will follow the subject, ‘‘The 
Changing Conception of God,’’ presented 
by Rev. Dr, Elmer L. Coblentz, Devotions 
at 7.45 P. M. in charge of Rev. George B. 
Raeser, and an address, ‘‘The Message of 
the Pulpit for the Present Day,’’ by Rev. 
Lawrence H. Bair, followed by a discussion. 
Rey. Carl W. Isenberg will have charge of 
devotions on Wednesday at 9 A. M.; at 
9.15 Rev. Edward A, G. Hermann will con- 
tinue his Bible study. Rev. Frederick D. 
Wentzel will present the subject, ‘‘Is Chris- 
tianity Socially Impotent?’’? at 10 A. M., 
followed by discussion. Devotions at 7.45 
P. M. in charge of Rev. Daniel H. Leader, 
followed by an address on ‘‘The New Mo- 
tive in Christian Mission,’’? by Rey. Roland 
L. Rupp, and a diseussion. Devotions at 
9 A, M., Thursday, Rev. Wilmer H. Long, 
in charge. The Bible Study at 9.15 by 
Rev. Mr. Hermann. Business meeting will 
be held at 10 A. M., and at 10.20 a paper 
on ‘An Adequate Constitution for the Re- 
formed Church,’’ will be presented by Rev. 
Dr. Charles E, Schaeffer, followed by a 
discussion. Rev. Ralph E. Hartman will 
be toastmaster at the banquet held at 6 
P. M., and the following talks will be 
given: ‘‘Stepping Out,’’ Prof. Edwin M. 
Hartman; ‘‘Boiling Over,’’ Rev. Paul R. 
Pontius; ‘‘Speeding Up,’’ Rev. Edwin H. 
Romig. Devotions in charge of Rev. 
Howard F. Boyer at 9 A. M. on Friday, 
and the coneluding Bible Study by Rev. 
Mr. Hermann at 9.15, followed by disecus- 
sion. At 10.15 Rey. Paul Stonesifer will 
speak on ‘‘Marriage and the Future.’’ The 
singing will be led by Rev. Robert J. Pil- 
gram, and the pianist will be Rev. Ralph 
EK. Hartman. Reservation for rooms and 
meals should be made at your earliest con- 
venience to Prof. E. M. Hartman, Frank- 
lin and Marshall Academy, Laneaster, Pa. 


Christ’s Memorial Chureh, West Hazle- 
ton, Pa., Rev, E. Franklin Faust, pastor. 
This has been the silver anniversay of the 
pastor and his wife, June 4 the 25th an- 
niversary of their marriage was observed 
by an informal reception at the parsonage, 
to which members and friends of the con- 
gregation were invited. During the after- 
noon and evening a large number of friends 
called to rejoice with pastor and wife. 
Many useful gifts of silver were given, 
and hearty good wishes were spoken for 
future years of happiness and success. June 
15 was the 25th anniversary of the pas- 
tor’s ordination. The Boy Scouts Troop 
No. 10, of this Church, gave a reception to 
the pastor and family. This reception was 
attended by members of the consistory and 
representatives of the Missionary and the 
Aid Societies. Rev. B. F. Bausman, of 
Laneaster, who was a member of the Or- 
dination Committee of Juniata Classis, was 
present and gave the address. The Scouts 
presented the pastor with a handsome 
Parker fountain pen and pencil and a 
bouquet of carnations to Mrs. Faust. Form- 
al observation of the ordination anniver- 
sary was held Sunday, June 17, when Rey. 
Geo. W. Richards, D, D., preached the ser- 
mons, Rey. Mr. Faust was ordained to the 
ministry in Salem Church, Clearville, Pa., 
by a committee of Juniata Classis econ- 
sisting of Revs. B. F. Bausman, Daniel G. 
Hetrich and A. C. Thomson, and has served 
the 8 congregations of the Clearville 
Charge, 6 congregations of St. Thomas-Fort 
Loudon, 5 congregations of the Nittany 
Valley Charge, 38 congregations of Saint 
Clair Charge, and for 7 years this Christ’s 
Memorial congregation, Our faces are now 
set toward the Golden Jubilee. How far? 


The Pottstown Hospital Training 


School for Nurses 
OFFERS TO HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
OVER 18 A THREE YEARS COURSE OF 
TRAINING, STUDENTS ADMITTED MAY 
AND SEPTEMBER. MAINTENANCE AND 
MONTHLY ALLOWANCE GIVEN. 
ADDRESS SUPERINTENDENT OF 
POTTSTOWN HOSPITAL 
POTTSTOWN, PA. 


THE 


ENJOY A PERFECT SUMMER 
In the Heart of Maryland, the center of the 


most historic section of America; 1,200 ft. 
elevation, Exeellent Hotels, Boarding Houses 
and Cottages; Reasonable Rates. Religious 


Services all Summer. Children’s Playground, 
with trained supervisors. Write for Literature. 
Braddock Heights Resort 
Braddock Heights, 


Association 
Maryland 


It was the privilege of the pastor to preach 
the bacealaureate sermon to the graduat- 
ing class of the West Hazleton High 
School, June 3. This was the first class to 
graduate from our new High School. Mid 
summer Communion was administered June 
24. The 4th annual Daily Vacation Bible 
School opened June 25, with a large en- 
rollment. Mrs, Clarence Strong is super- 
visor of the school and has 4 assistants, 
who will conduct the school for 3 weeks. 


THE WEEK-DAY SCHOOL OF TRINITY, 
DETROIT 


The Week-Day School of Trinity Church, 
Detroit, Michigan, closed its work June 
Ist, ending a year, which, from all indica- 
tions, is one of achievement and progress 
in this phase of Christian Education. It 
is gratifying to us, and we hope to Re- 
formed folk at large, to know that the 
Director of Education of the Detroit Coun- 
cil of Churches, speaking in conference 
with workers of the city, said, ‘‘ Trinity 
Reformed Church has not only the oldest 
but the largest Week-Day School in the 
city.’’? It is due to the untiring work of 
Rev. F. W. Bald, who, from the beginning 
of his work here, has always seen the need 
of Religious Education, and has endeavored 
to make it a vital part of the service rend- 
ered by this institution, that this is true 
today. 

Our Week-Day School this year had an 
enrollment of 98 during the first term, and 
97 during the second, with an average at- 
tendanece of 78 maintained throughout the 
year. At mid-year, the Grade 6a pupils 
were graduated, and new Grade 4h pupils 
enrolled, making a total of 115 pupils 
under instruction during the year. The 
pupils were excused from public school the 
last half-hour of the day, coming to the 
Church School for an hour session. Puble 
school standards and discipline were main- 
tained, all work being graded, and reports 
sent to the parents for each term’s work. 
Parties, refreshments, ete., for the purpose 
of enlisting the artificial interest of the 
children were omitted, with the aim of 
maintaining a high educational standard. 
The teachers were of public school experi- 


ence and specially trained in religious 
work. The cost of operation, including 


only teachers’ salaries and materials, was 
$350. 

There is much hesitancy among many 
Churches to venture upon a program of 
definite Christian Edueation. Whether this 
is caused by the financial costs involved, 
or through indifference to the need, is diffi- 
cult to learn. The cost of a Week-Day 
School is so very moderate that it is not 
inhibitive to the average Church; however, 
considering its merits, it would be eheap 
at any price. 

The lack of a well-organized curriculum 
is possibly one of the serious handicaps to 
those seeking to carry out this work, At 
the present time, the Detroit Council of 
Religious Education, with which we have 
co-operated in this field, is preparing a 
standard curriculum, based upon the re- 
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search and findings, from practical appli- 
cation of the workers throughout the city. 
With this available for next fall, it is be- 
lieved the Week-Day Religious School will 
take a long step in gaining more notable 
recognition as a vital unit of a child’s 
training, 

There is much talk today of the difficul- 
ties encountered through the opposition of 
public school authorities to excusing chil- 
dren for religious training, or permitting 
religious instruction in the schools. We 
have placed the blame on them and done 
nothing more about it, forgetting the other 
side of the story. Maintaining an efficiency 
comparable to the programs now instituted 
in secular education is a task which the 
Church must first accomplish. Public school 
education cannot be bothered, and should 
not be, with the too common attempt of 
the Chureh to make ‘‘better boys and 
girls,’’ by using a weak admixture of 
‘*dilly dallying’’ methods and anemie the- 
ology. There is no reason why the work of 
the Chureh should be exempt from the 
critical standards of efficiency required of 
other institutions that would survive as 
primal factors in molding human thought 
today. If the Church is awake to the need 
of Christian education, let her take steps 
to offer an adequate program in that field. 
If there is a need, let her stand ready to 
meet that need. When we are prepared to 
do that well, the Church School will have 
won its proffered place, without dispute 
and without appeal. 


—Ellis W. Hay, 


Director of Education, 
Trinity Reformed Church, Detroit. 


A particularly good workman always 
seems to have a particularly good job. 


THE NEW GRACE CHURCH, BALTI- 
MORE 


The new Grace Church edifice, Balti- 
more, Md., Rev, Samuel A. Troxell, pastor, 
was dedicated with special services April 
29-May 13. Hon. Emory L. Coblentz was 
scheduled to make the dedication address 
at the afternoon service on April 29, and 
in the evening the sermon was preached by 
Rev. Dr. Wiliam F. DeLong. On Monday 
evening an address was made by Theodore 
R. MeKeldin. On Tuesday evening, Home- 
Coming Night, addresses were made by the 
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former pastors. Wednesday was Classis 
and Home Mission Night and addresses 
were made by Rey. Dr. Charles E, Schaef- 
fer and the officers of Classis, Community 
Church Night was observed on Thursday 
and addresses were made by the ministers 
of the Baltimore Churches and Dr. R. Nolan 
Best, Sec’y of the Federation of Churches. 
Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach preached the sermon on 
Sunday morning, May 6, and in the evening 
the pastor preached to the Pythagoras 
Lodge of the Masonic Order. On May 11 
a play was given by the Ladies’ Auxiliary. 
A special Boy Seout service was held on 
Sunday, May 13, at 8 P. M. 

The congregation was organized on May 
8, 1895, with 32 members, and has since 
grown to 500 members. A lot was purchased 
Dec. 19, 1895, ground was broken Aug. 24, 
1896, and the first Church building was 
dedicated on Dee. 18, 1896, having cost 
$4,500. Rev. Frederick W. Bald was pas- 
tor from May 3, 1896, until Feb. 18, 1901, 
when he was followed by Revs. Robert J. 
Pilgram 1901-06; Charles 8S, Hoover, 1906- 
08; Edgar F. Hoffmeier, 1908-14; Horace 
A. Shiffer, 1914-19; Edward R. Hamme, 
1921-22; Francis M. Erdman, 1922 until his 
death on May 28, 1923; and the present 
pastor, who was installed on Sept. 17, 1923. 
On Sept. 27, 1923, a parsonage was pur- 
chased at a cost of $4,000, which was slod 
in 1927 for $5,000. Some time after the 
founding of Grace Church it was discover- 
ed that the location was not very favor- 
able, and on June 9, 1924, 7 houses were 
purchased at a cost of $21,500; an \addi- 
tional property was purchased in 1926 cost- 
ing $4,000; and a corner property in 1927, 
costing $13,000. The entire property now 
measures 120 feet deep, with 70 feet front- 
age. Ground was broken on Dee. 12, 1926, 
for the new building, which contains a 
well-equipped gymnasium and _ spacious 
roof garden, in addition to the other mod- 
ern equipment; the corner-stone was laid 
on July 31, 1927, and the service of dedi- 
cation was held on April 29, 1928. The new 
building as it stands with equipment and 
furnishings represents a cost of about 
$155,000. The corner property, which is 
now a modern apartment house, makes a 
fine and comfortable home for the pastor 
and has 2 spacious modern apartments up- 
stairs. Since 1923 the budget for congre- 


gational purposes has advanced from $600. 


to $8,000, and the building fund, which was 

opened in 1924, has to its eredit $70,000. 
The consistory is composed of the fol- 

lowing members: the pastor, Rev. S. A. 


Interior View of the New Grace Church, 1400 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md., 


Rev. S. A, Troxell, Pastor 


Troxell; Edward Grahe, C. Edward. Rich- 
ards, John A. Spiegel, William C. Beck, 
Elders; Howard E. Mooney, George E. Me- 
Keldin, Morris W. Rowe, Walter Reid- 
maier, James A. MceKeldin, Joseph T. 
Kronk, Deacons; Lloyd O. Hiss, William 
P. Thomas, William F. Broll, John A. Spie- 
gel, William C. Beckwith, Trustees. The 
architects of this splendid building were 
Charles W, Bolton and Son, Phila., and 
the contractors were Chas. W. Littleton & 
Son, Baltimore. Pastor Troxell and his co- 
workers deserve the felicitations of the en- 
tire denomination for the faith and ecour- 
age they have manifested and the fine piece 
of service they have rendered. The new 
Grace Chureh bids fair to become one of 
the most flourishing and useful congrega- 
tions in that great city. 


EDMONTON CLASSIS 


Edmonton Classis met Wednesday, June 
13, 8 P. M., in Salem’s Church at Martins, 
Vegreville Charge, Alberta, Canada. The 
opening sermon was preached by Rey. G. 
Gaiser on Matt. 18:19-20. Rev. G. Gaiser 
was elected President, Rev. Albert Wien- 
brauck was elected Vice-President, Rev. C. 
H. Reppert, Stony Plain, Alberta, is Stated 
Clerk, Elder Richard Kay was elected 
treasurer, after the report of the Finance 
Committee was adopted, 


Thursday morning, after a preparatory 
sermon by Rey. Paul Sommerlatte, the 
Lord’s Supper was celebrated. The paro- 
chial reports as well as all other items sent, 
down by Synod were earefully considered 
and on Friday, 2-4 P. M., a conference of 
elders was held. 


Edmonton Classis is the youngest, the 
smallest and the most northerly Classis: on 
the American continent, with 7 congrega- 
tions and 497 members, served by 3 min- 
isters. It has 6 Churches with a value of 
$29,000, 5 parsonages valued at $15,000, 
total, $44,000, with a debt of $3,450. 


The amount of mission money received 
from the United States last year was 
$1,915, and $1,734 was sent to the United 
States for benevolence, so that in fact we 
received, to carry on our mission work, the 
small sum of $171, which is certainly a 
modest amount, requiring only a fraetion 
of a cent from every member of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States, with 
its membership of 349,711. 


Our congregations are not composed of 
people from different denominations. but 
came from true Reformed stock in Europe, 
with their Bibles, catechisms and Church 
hymnals, settling down in colonies, eulti- 
vating the ground under many difficulties, 
preparing new homes for their families and 
seeking help from the Reformed Chtreh in 
securing ministers. St. Paul says (I Timo- 
thy, v. 8): ‘‘But if any provide not for his 
own, and specially for those of his own 
house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel.’’ See Matt. XV: 
32: ‘*Then Jesus called His disciples unto 
Him, and said, I have compassion on the 
multitude and will not send them away 
fasting, lest they faint on the way.’’ Matt, 
XIV: 16: ‘*But Jesus said unto them, They 
need not depart; give ye them to eat.’? We 
have to feed 497 souls with the bread of life 


and in time there will be many more, be- — 


cause our people don’t believe in the one 
child system, but are blessed with plenty of 
children, who will stay on the farmland 
and inerease the membership in the days 
to come, as they have no intention to leave 
their country places and seek their for- 
tunes in the large cities. One of our con- 
gregations is already self-sustaining for 
some years and the others will not fail to 
strive to reach this point after the financial 
matters of their members are in better 
shape. 


ent time some memorial funds and annt 


That they have the good will to 
do their utmost is shown by the benevolent _ 
contributions of $1,734, Even at the pres-_ 
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bonds have been given by better situated 
members from Canada. 

If our Canada Missions are nursed by 
their mother in our younger years, when 
they deserve so much proper care, it will 
be a blessing for our Reformed Chureh in 
the future. May God help us to be true 
to His cause! 

As delegates to General Synod the fol- 
lowing were elected: Primarii: Rev. C. H. 
Reppert and Elder R. Kay; Secundi, Rev. 
G. Gaiser and Elder F, Becker. 

On Sunday, June 17, 2 Sunday school and 
Church services were held, 10 A. M. and 
3 P. M., with Revs. Reppert, Sommerlatte 
and Winebrauck preaching. Classis will 
meet again at Duffield, Stony Plain 
Charge, Alberta, the second Wednesday in 
June, 1929. —P. 8. 


WEST NEW YORK CLASSIS—SIXTY- 
FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 


The sessions were held at St, Paul’s 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. J. M. Peck, 
pastor. Classis convened on June 5th and 
continued until June 7th. The opening ser- 
mon was preached by the President, the 
Rev. J. H. Rettig. The following officers 
were elected to begin their term of office 
with the close of the sessions. They are: 
Rev. J. M. Peck, President; Rev. F. H. 


Diehm, Vice-President; Rev, F. W. Engle- 
man continues at Stated Clerk; Rev, O. H. 
Dorsehel, Cor. Sec.; Mr. Chas. Kuehner, 
Treas., for the current fund; and Rev. J. 
M. Peck, Benevolent Treasurer. Wednes- 
day evening a service was held in the in- 
terest of education. Dr, C. A. Hauser and 
Dr. A. V, Casselman spoke. On Thursday 
evening Dr, R. C. Zartman spoke on Visita- 
tion Evangelism, and Dr. W. H. Wotring 
on Ministerial Relief. 

Special time was set aside on Thursday 
for a discussion on Stewardship and Evan- 
gelism. These discussions were instructive 
and can prove helpful. The various re- 
ports of the Boards and Institutions were 
considered and favorable resolutions adopt- 
ed. Classis resolved to hold a _ special 
meeting in the fall when the Missionary 
and Stewardship Committee shall place be- 
fore Classis for adoption the budget for the 
benevolent causes. 

The following were elected as delegates 
to the meeting of General Synod in 1929. 
Ministers: Revs. F. H, Diehm and J. M. 
Peck, primarius; Revs. J. H. Rettig and J. 
I. Reimers, secundus. Elders: F. E, Krae- 
bel and Peter Klapp, primarius; V. J. 
Mahle and C. Schenk, secundus. 

Mr. Geo, F. Gaerttner, who graduated 
from the theological department of the 
Mission House in May, was examined and 


THE JUNE BOOK 


Selected by theEditorial Committee 
of the Religious Book Club, is 


CATHOLICISM AND THE 


AMERICAN MIND 


by Winfred Ernest Garrison 
See editorial page 5 for the full review of this book 
267 pages, AND MAY BE SECURED 
FOR $2.50, Postpaid, FROM 


Publication & 8S. S. Board of the 
Reformed Church 
1505 Race St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


licensed by Classis. On June 10th he was 
ordained at his home Church, the Zoar Re- 
formed, to the Christian ministry, Rey. O. 
H. Dorsehel, a son of this congregation, 
and Rev. J. H. Rettig spoke at this occa- 
sion. The pastor, the Rey. F. W. Engel- 
mann, conducted the ordination service. It 
was a privilege for the congregation to see 
its fourth son enter the ministry, three of 
which were ordained in the Church. His 
first pastorate will be at Dawson, Neb. 
The three other students under the su- 
pervision of Classis submitted their annual 
report. —F. W. E. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


Our Dr. William Mann Irvine is dead— 
““Doe Pud’’—as his boys called him, Head- 
master of our Mercersburg Academy. He 
was stricken in the presence of his boys— 
while his Seniors sang their Step Songs for 
the last time. Your Birthday Lady doesn’t 
remember where, or when she first saw 
‘“‘Doe Pud.’’ Perhaps it was at home here. 
But this I do remember—his handshake— 
the strongest handshake I have ever had. 
In fact, I remember sort-a-looking at my 
own hand to see if there was anything left 
of it! It is of that hand of his that I 
would talk to you. That same hand has 
been raised in anger, when anger was just. 
That same hand has waved a cap for the 
victories of Mercersburg athletes. That 
hand of his signed papers that made real 
the dream of a wondrous Chapel. It has 
given diplomas to thousands of boys and 
has signed letters to Mercersburg Alumni 
in the Americas, on the Continent, in the 
Orient, in the islands of the sea. That 
hand, too, has caressed grandchildren and 
his given out bread and wine. That hand 
is now at rest. Nevermore will it grasp 
the hand of loved ones; sign a check; com- 
fort the sick; challenge youth to carry 
with them always the Mercersburg spirit. 
Nor will it ever again be raised in prayer 
for others,—in benediction. But it,—that 
hand of Dr, Irvine—will never be forgot- 
ten. Your Birthday Lady wants her boys 
and girls to grow hands like that, 


WANTED—UNMAGNIFED 
Little Boy—‘‘Grannie, do your glasses 
magnify??? 
Grannie—‘ ‘Quite a lot, dear.’’ 
Little Boy—‘‘Then will you take them 


off while you cut me a piece of Cake?’’— 
Buffalo Courier. 


Home and Youn 


| 


TWO KINDS OF MEMBERS 


We have found somewhere the following 
story, which is both illustrative and sug- 
gestive: 

Billy was boasting to Bobby and saying, 
““My papa belongs to the Church.’’ 

‘“Mine does, too,’’ answered Bobby. 

‘“He does not, either. My dad says your 
dad don’t never come, and even if he does 
he don’t put nothing in the collection 
[sape 

“Ts that so? Well, your dad ain’t 
nothin’ but a common member. My dad is 
an honorary member. Honorary members 
get to belong to everything, but they 
don’t hafter pay for nothin.’ ’’ 


‘*Ffasn’t the fellow finished yet?’’ asked 
the reporter, who had fallen asleep while 
‘‘taking in’? a political speech. 

An Irishman, who had been kept awake, 
promptly answered, ‘‘Sure, he finished long 
ago, but he couldn’t stop himself.’’ 


DO IT ELECTRICALLY 


Someone with an analytical mind and an 
electrical education has worked out a few 
simple rules for handling a woman electric- 
ally: 

If she talks too long—Interrupter. 

If she wants to be an angel—Transformer, 
If she is picking your pockets—Detector. 
If she will come all the way—Receiver. 

If she gets excited—Controller, 

If she goes up in the air—Condenser. 

If she wants chocolates—Feeder. 

If she sings inharmoniously—Tuner. 

If she is away from town—Telegrapher. 
If she is a poor cook—Discharger. 

If she eats too much—Reducer. 

If she is wrong—Rectifier, 

If she gossips too much—Regulator. 

If she becomes upset—Reverser. 


‘*Why do you employ such dumb-looking 
salesmen??? ‘‘ Well, it makes the customers 
feel that they cannot help but get the best 
of the bargain.’’—Pitt Panther. 


¢ Folks 


MY DEBT 


If I have strength, I owe the service of the 
strong; 

If melody I have, I owe the world a song; 

If I can stand when all around my post are 
falling; 

If I can run with speed when needy hearts 
are calling; 

And, if my torch can light the dark of any 
night, 

Then I must pay the debt I owe with liv- 
ing light. 


If Heaven’s gift has dowered me with 
some rare gift; 

If I can lift some load no other’s strength 
can lift; 

If I can head some wound no other’s hand 
can heal; 

If some great truth the speaking skies to 
me reveal; 

Then, I must go—a broken and a wounded 
thing, : 

If to a wounded world my gifts no healing 
bring. 


For any gift God gives to me I cannot pay; 

Gifts are most mine when I most give them 
all away; 

God’s gifts are like His flowers which 
show their right to stay, 

By giving all their bloom and fragrances 


away; 

Riches are not gold, nor land, estates or 
marts— 

The only wealth that is, is found in human 
hearts. 


—Charles Coke Woods, in 
The Presbyterian Banner. 


Bible Thought This Week 


A MIGHTY ARM:—Thou 

hast a mighty arm: strong is 

Thy hand, and high is Thy right hand. 

Justice and judgment are the habitation 

of Thy throne: merey and truth shall go 
before Thy face.—Psalm 89:13, 14. 
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HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 


Two colored men stood on the fringe of 
a erowd where a politician was making a 
speech, 

‘¢Who am dat man, Sam?’’ asked one, 

‘©Ah don’t know what his name is,’’ 
Sam replied, ‘‘bue he sure do recommen? 
hisself mos’ highly.’’ 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 


Text, Acts 22:28, ‘‘With a great sum ob- 
tained I this freedom.’’ (A. V.). 

Next Wednesday, July 4th, will be the 
one hundred and fifty-second birthday of 
our country, We who have enjoyed the 
blessings of liberty should never forget 
the price at which it was bought. Every 
true American who can read ought often 
to go over the story of the events which 
took place during those eventful years— 
from 1775 to 1783. 

Today, June 28th, it is exactly one hun- 
dred and fifty years that the Battle of 
Monmouth was fought and won by the 
Americans. That victory was one of the 
turning points in the Revolutionary War, 
because it made the colonial army conscei- 
ous of the power which they had gained 
while in winter quarters at Valley Forge 
through the training which Baron Steuben 
gave them. When they went into winter 
quarters December 19, 1777, they were an 
army of raw recruits, and when they left 
Valley Forge, in the middle of June, 1778, 
they were an efficient and well-trained 
army. 

No one can know the sufferings which 
our soldiers endured during that winter 
and spring at Valley Forge, but it was a 
part of the price which those noble men 
were willing to pay for our liberty. 

I am glad that our Congress has issued 
a special two-cent stamp to commemorate 
the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
of Valley Forge. And I am especially glad 
that the stamp bears a picture of George 
Washington kneeling in prayer by the side 
of a large tree in the woods at Valley 
Forge, and that beneath the picture is the 
motto: ‘*In God we trust.’’ George Wash- 
ington staked his all upon the liberty 
which he was helping to secure for the 
colonists and for all who should come after 
them, and the secret of his devotion to the 
cause of liberty was his trust in the living 
God, 

I have neither the time nor the inelina- 
tion to dwell upon the sufferings and hard- 
ships which were endured during that long- 
drawn out war which purchased for us our 
liberty. The Declaration of Independence 
which was signed July 4th, 1776, would 
have been nothing but a scrap of paper if 
the Revolutionary War had failed. It 
meant much for those noble patriots to sign 
their names to that immortal document 
which is now so highly prized, because 
every one of them by that act dedicated 
his life to the cause of liberty and was 
willing to pay the price for its enjoyment. 

Independence Hall, in Philadelphia, is 
the sacred shrine where the Declaration of 
Independence and the Liberty Bell are pre- 
served as the emblems of our freedom, The 
hearts of all true Americans are stirred as 
they look upon these instruments which 
had so much to do with the purchase of our 
liberty. 

3ut back of these emblems are the thou- 
sands of living men and women who bore 
the agony and the sweat and the suffering 
and the pangs of death as they struggled 
and fought and died to make this blessing 
possible, Some one has said, ‘‘The tree of 
liberty grows only when watered by the 
blood of tyrants.’’? But it is even more 


true that freemen must themselves water 
with their own blood the precious growth. 
As it used to be said long ago: ‘‘The blood 
of the martyrs is the seed of the Church,’’ 
so may it be said that the blood of the 
patriots is the seed of liberty as it has 
also been the price of liberty. 

In the days of St, Paul it meant much to 
be a Roman citizen. In the story from 
which our text is taken the value of Roman 
citizenship is brought out. St. Paul had 
caused an uproar among the people in 
Jerusalem because he preached Christ in 
the temple. They rushed upon him and 
dragged him out of the temple. They would 
doubtless have killed him, but somebody 
notified the Roman captain, who hurried 
down with some soldiers and laid hold on 
him and commanded him to be bound with 
two chains. He asked what St. Paul had 
done, and some shouted one thing, and 
some another, among the crowd, so that he 
could not make out what he had done be- 
cause of the uproar, and he brought him to 
the castle. As they were about to go into 
the castle, St. Paul stood on the stairs and 
made his defense. He told them the story 
of his conversion. After he had finished, 
they lifted up their voice and said, ‘‘ Away 
with such a fellow from the earth: for it 
is not fit that he should live.’’?’ The eap- 
tain ordered him to be taken into the 
castle where he should be examined by 
scourging. They stripped St. Paul and tied 
him with thongs to get him ready for 
scourging, which was punishment with an 
instrument that had several lashes attached 
to a handle, and sometimes bits of iron 
were woven into the lashes which would 
draw blood from the naked body. 


But before the lash was applied St. Paul 
said, ‘‘Is it lawful for you to scourge a 
man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?’’ 
The centurion went to the captain and said, 
“‘What art thou about to do? for this man 
is a Roman.’’ And the chief captain came 
and said to St. Paul, ‘‘Tell me, art thou a 
Roman?’’ And he said, ‘‘Yea.’’ And the 
chief captain answered, ‘‘With a great 
sum obtained I this citizenship (A. V., 
freedom).’’ And St. Paul said, ‘‘But I am 
a Roman born.’’?’ And his Roman ecitizen- 
ship saved him from scourging. It cost a 
great price to build up the Roman govern- 
ment, which protected its citizens all over 
the world. 
Roman had to pay a great sum to be 
naturalized. 


We are told that in 1869 a man was cap- 
tured in Cuba by the Spanish troops under 
suspicious circumstances, and he was con- 
demned to be shot. He was English by 
birth and American by naturalization, and 
the consuls of these two nations interceded 
for his life, but in vain. The condemned 
man was brought out to be shot. The 
soldiers were drawn up in file with loaded 
guns, when the English and American con- 
suls threw over the man their national 
flags. The Spanish authorities did not dare 
to fire upon the Cross of St. George or the 
Stars and Stripes, and the man was saved. 
That man’s citizenship was worth much to 
him, because English and American free- 
dom have been bought at a great price and 
both nations will protect their citizens at 
a great cost, 


On the coast of Norway is a lighthouse 
where a keeper lived with his children. One 
day he went to the distant shore for pro- 
visions. A storm arose, and he was un- 
able to return, The time for lighting the 
lamp came, and Mary, the elder child, said 
to her little brother, ‘‘We must light the 
lamp, Willie.’’ ‘*‘How can we?’’ asked 
Willie. ‘‘We ain’t big enough.’’ But the 
two children climbed the long, narrow 
stairs to the tower where the lamp was 
kept. Mary pulled up a chair and tried 
to reach the lamp in the great reflector; it 
was too high. Groping down the stairs she 
ascended again with a small oil lamp in her 
hand. ‘‘T can hold this up,’’ she said to 
her little brother. She elimbed on the chair 


Any one who was not born a- 


again, but still the reflector was just be- 
yond her reach, ‘‘Get down,’’ said Willie, 
‘*T know what we can do.’’ She jumped 
down, and he stretched his little body 
across the chair. ‘‘Stand on me,’’ he said. 
And she stood on the little fellow as he 
lay across the chair. She raised the lamp 
high, and its light shone far out across the 
water. Holding it first with one hand and 
then with the other to rest her little arms, 
she called down to her brother, ‘‘Does it 
hurt you, Willie?’’ ‘‘Of course it hurts,’’ 
he called back, ‘‘but keep the light burn- 
ing.’”? 

In that last statement of Willie we have 
the keynote to the price of freedom, Those 
who lit the lamp of liberty that it might 
shine upon our country and upon the world, 
did it at a great cost of pain and suffering, 
As they laid down their lives that freedom 
might be enjoyed, they might have said, 
‘“Of course it hurts, but keep the light of 
liberty burning.’’ If we are true patriots 
we will do our part in helping to shed forth 
undimmed the light of this glorious lib- 
erty. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 


By John Andrew Holmes 


When we used to hire a horse 
and buggy, crack our buggy whip 


and drive out with our girl, we 
spoke of it as ‘‘going with her,’’ but 
now we know that we were almost 
standing still. 


SHAKEN DECORUM 

Recently there was a distinct earth- 
quake shock which disturbed a small west- 
ern city and rocked the municipal building 
so that the Councilmen, then in session, 
left without the usual ceremonies. The 
clerk, a man of rules and regulations, was 
hard put to give his minutes the proper 
official tone. Finally he evolved this mas- 
terpiece: ‘‘On motion of the City Hall, the 
Council adjourned.’’ 


PUZZLE BOX 


ANSWERS TO A TABLE OF TONS 


1. Elkton; 2, Betterton; 3, Lumberton; 4. 
Bustleton; 5. Fulton; 6. Stockton; 7. Can- 
ton; 8. Clayton; 9. Yankton; 10. Boston; 
11. Washington; 12, Dayton; 13, Newton; 
14, Milton; 15, Clifton; 16. Wellington; 17. 
Pennington; 18. Irvington. 


A SHAKESPEAREAN LOVE STORY 


(Answers to the questions are found in 
titles of Shakespeare’s plays.) 
1. Who were the lovers? 
2, What was their courtship like? 
3. What was her answer to his pro- 
posal? 
4. At what time of the month were 
they married? 
5. Of whom did he buy the ring? 
6. Who was the best man and maid of 
honor? 
7. Who were the ushers? 
8. Who gave the reception? 
9. In what place did they live? 
10. What was his disposition like? 
11. What did their courtship prove? 
12. What was his chief occupation after 
marriage? 
13. What caused their first quarrel? 
14. What did their married life re- 
semble? ; 
15. What did they give each other? 
16. What Roman General brought about 
a reconciliation? 
17. What did their friends say? 
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The Challenge of Youth 


A Dialogue 


Characters 
Grace—A Stenographer. 
Ethel—A Store Clerk, 
Mary—A S'lk Weaver. 
Minnie—A College Girl. 
Kate—A Scholar. 
Susan—The Minister’s Daughter. 


Ethel: ‘‘Well, girls, I hear there is a 
movement on foot to get rid of our old 
preacher,’’ 

Mary: ‘‘Yes, I heard so also, and it 
makes me furious.’’ 

Grace: ‘‘Same here. What is worse, 
the young people are blamed for it all.’’ 

Ethel: ‘‘Is that so? How can that be?’ 

Grace: ‘‘Why, the slogan seems to be, 
“We want a young man for the young peo- 
ple.’ ? 

Mary: ‘‘Bosh! I think we should rise up 
and vehemently declare that we have 
nothing to do with it.’’ 

Grace: ‘‘*Yes, that Deacon Jones, the 
old bootlegger, is at the bottom of this, I 
suppose.’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘Be careful, Grace. You cannot 
prove that.’’ 

Grace: ‘‘No. But anyone can see how 
he squirms around whenever the preacher 
refers to the bootleggers.’’ 

Ethel: ‘‘Then there is that hateful 
Mrs. Sourean, the old gossip; every time 
the old preacher refers to back-biting, you 
can see how it affects her.’’ 

Kate: ‘*Yes, ‘A young man for the 
young people.’ It looks like a bold attempt 
to hide behind the young people and blame 
them for the alleged necessity for the 
change.’? 

Mary: ‘‘I know all about the young 
man and the old man. In our business, the 
old boss is nearly always better than the 
young boss. The old man generally has a 
heart; but the young man seems generally 
to be determined to be as mean as possi- 
ble.’’ 

Kate: ‘‘Then do we appreciate our old 
pastor as we should? He is as kind and 
sympathetic an old man as I ever saw. He 
is just the one to come to for comfort, con- 
solation or advice.’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘Besides, he seems to be al- 
Ways a most well-behaved old man just as 
if he wanted not only to conduct himself 
properly, but also to set an example to 
all.?? 

Kate: ‘‘Yes, I have seen some of these 
young men—all the liberties they take 
with the young girls; worse than any of 
the fellows on the dance floor, and yet they 
think they are examples of perfection.’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘Perhaps ‘they think it all 
right for the preacher; but I don’t think 
lee 

Kates ““Nor 1.?? 

Grace: ‘‘Nor J. Our old preacher can 
sit beside any one of us on the sofa, but 
never a motion toward personal liberty 
does he make.’’ 

Mary: ‘‘And what is also evident, is 
that a young man could not be so familiar 
with the sins of the congregation, so to 
speak, and so that is one of the reasons 
for the movement.’’ 


Ethel: ‘‘And then to put it on the 
young people; as if they were drifting 
away! Why, we have more young people 
in our congregation since our old preacher 
has been here than at any previous period 
in our history.’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘Then, too, let us not forget 
his wonderful ability as an organizer; his 
ability to get all the young people to do 
certain parts of the religious as well as 
social work of the Church.’’ 


Mary: ‘‘Yes, the young man is too often 
inclined to be very officious and to want to 
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do all the work and let us young people sit 
back and look on.’’ 

Ethel: ‘‘Then there are those old maids 
in the choir yee 

Minnie: ‘*Never mind now; don’t get 
uncharitable. We have nothing to do with 
that. We are only concerned about the 
slogan, ‘A young man for the young peo- 


ple.’ We have no old maids now. They 
are either ‘girl bachelors,’ or, as one 


definition has it, ‘unappropriated bless- 
ings.’ Then, too, we must remember that 
a woman has ag much right to set her cap 
for a man as a man has to run for Presi- 
dent of the United States.’’ 

Grace: ‘‘Yes, let us not get sour nor 
uncharitable. We are only to defend our 
position; not to make fun of others.’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘No, we know not what may 
be ahead of us in our respective lives; and 
while we defend our old minister, let us 
be careful how we treat or talk of other 
persons older than ourselves.’’ 

Kate: ‘*They say, however, that there 
are pensions provided by the Church for 
the old retired preachers. ’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘Yes, but why not let the old 
preachers work till they, of their own ac- 
cord, want to retire, and not push them 
out? Then, too, don’t the members seem 
to realize that the longer congregations 
keep their old preachers the less pension 
money will be needed for them after they 
retire.’’ 

Kate: ‘‘Yes, it sometimes seems to me 
that while the pension system is a grand 
thing, yet it seems, in reality, to be ‘one’ 
for the old man retiring and ‘one’ for the 
new man who wants his job.’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘Yes, but we must remember 
that the people who want the old minister 
shelved, are not the same generally that 
are trying to get him pensioned.’’ 

Mary: ‘‘Well, what are we going to do 
about it??? 

Minnie: ‘‘I think we had better draw 
up some kind of remonstrance or other, 
and get as many of the young people as 
possible to sign it, saying that we have 
sense enough to appreciate a good pastor 
when we have one, and to denounce the 
idea of ‘a young preacher for the young 
people’ as coming not in the least from any 
of the young people undersigned. Here 
eomes Susan now.’’ 

(Enter Susan.) 

Susan: ‘‘ Well, girls, I suppose you have 
heard of the movement on foot to end our 
living longer among you?’’ 

Minnie: ‘‘ Yes, we have heard of it, but 
we are going to draw up a remonstrance.’’ 

Susan: ‘Well, I hope nobody will think 
that I am at the bottom of it.’’ 


Kate: ‘*O, no! It will be no ‘round- 
robin’ affair. My name will be at the 
top.’’ 

Ethel: ‘‘No; mine.’’ 

Grace: ‘‘No; mine.’’ 

Kate: ‘Well, we will settle that as we 


go. Good night, all!’’ 


(Exeunt omnes.) —Cap. 


SNIFFING INCHES 
Little Betty’s grandmother used the old- 
fashioned method for measuring a yard by 
stretching the goods at arm’s length, hold- 
ing one end of it up to her nose. One day 


Betty came up to her grandmother with a . 


piece of tape. 

‘«Smell this, grandma, and see how long 
it is,’?’ was the startling request.—Children, 
The Magazine for Parents. 


PASS THE ASBESTOS SPOONS 


A colored preacher down South was try- 
ing to explain the fury of hell to his con- 
gregation, 

‘¢You all is seen molten iron runnin’ out 
from a furnace, ain’t you?’’ he asked. 

The congregation said it had. 

‘«Well,’’? the preacher continued, ‘‘dey 
uses dat stuff fo’ ice-cream in de place 
what I’m talkin’ ’bout.’’—New York 
Evening World. 


NO PLACE TO PLAY 


Plenty of room for shops and stores— 
Mammon must have the best; 

Plenty of room for dives and dens 
That rot on the city’s breast. 

Plenty of room for the lures that lead 
The heart of our youth astray, 

But never a cent on a playground spent; 
No, never a place to play. 


Plenty of room for schools and halls, 
Plenty of room for art; 

Plenty of room for teas and balls, 
Platform, stage and mart. 

Proud is the city—she finds a place 
For many a fad today, 

But she’s more than blind if she fails to 

find 

A place for the boys to play. 


Give them a chance for innocent sport, 
Give them a chance for fun; 
Better a playground plot than a court 
And a jail when the harm is done. 
Give them a chance—if you stint them 
now, 
Tomorrow you’ll have to pay 
A larger bill for darker ill, 
So give them a place to play. 
—Denis A. McCarthy. 


“Ts he a bore?’’ ‘*Terrible bore. He’s 
one of those orators who speaks on all 
phases of the subject.’’—Kansas City Star. 


TWO WAYS OF LOOKING AT IT 


‘‘The hardest thing I have to do,’’ said 
Johnnie with a pout, 
**Ts to look pleasant when there’s not a 
thing to smile about.’’ 
“‘The hardest thing for me to do,’’ said 
Teddy with a smile, 
““Ts to be cross and out of sorts, and fret- 
ting all the while. ' 
I’d rather smile when things go wrong, 
than ery, for don’t you see, 
A smile is worth a dozen frowns, for you, 
as well as me. 
A smile will quickly drive away ill humor 
from the face, 
And call good nature in a trice to come 
and fill its place. 
And so I never sulk; somehow, I think 
it is a sin.’’ 
*¢T guess you’re right, I’ll try your way,’? 
said Johnnie, with a grin. 
—Canadian Churchman. 


Family Altar Column 


The Rev. Urban Clinton Gutelius 


July 2-8. 

Practical Thought: Silent forces for 
good are not always recognized at the 
moment. 

Memory Hymn: ‘‘A Charge to Keep I 
Have.’? 


Monday, July 2—The Death of Stephen. 
Read Aets 7:54-60. 


“The manner of a Christians death is a 
powerful testimony for or against Jesus 
Christ. The death of the first Christian 
martyr was a most creditable reflection 
upon himself and upon his Master. Ste- 
phen prayed and acted and died very much 
as did Jesus. Such a death is both a transi- 
tion and a translation, It may also be re- 
garded as a release from pain and sorrow, 
from prison and enthrallment. Stephen’s 
death was a concrete illustration of 
*“Precious (important, valuable) in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints.’’ For the true disciple of the Risen 
Lord death must always be a triumph not 
a failure, a victory not a defeat, a corona- 
tion not a condemnation. ‘‘Nothing be- 
comes his life like the leaving of it.’’ 

..Prayer: ‘‘Almighty God, Who through 
the resurrection of Thine only begotten 


Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, 
and opened unto us the gates of ever-last- 
ing life, assist and support in us, we be- 
seech Thee, the aspirations of Thy heaven- 


ly grace, that dying unto sin always, and 
living unto righteousness, we may at last 
triumph over death and the grave, in the 
full image of our Risen Lord. Amen, 


July 3—Saul, the Persecutor. 

Read Acts 8:1-8. 

In cruelly persecuting the early Chris- 
tians Paul sincerely believed that he was 
doing the proper thing. He was exceed- 
ingly zealous of the traditions of the 
fathers. He thought that he ought to do 
all he possibly could to stamp out the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ. He is a striking 
and impressive example of zeal without 
knowledge; of one who can go very far in 
a wicked and hateful course with the ap- 
proval of an unawakened conscience, Un- 
aided by the Holy Spirit the conscience is 
not a safe or a final guide. After h‘s con- 
version Paul saw that the final standard 
for conduct is the Law of Love as it ap- 
plies to God and man. Misdirected zeal 
is a danger to be guarded against in so- 
cial, industrial and comercial life as well 
as in religious life. Extreme fanaticism 
is usually suicidal. 

Prayer: Dear Master, the zeal of the 
Lord’s House didst eat Thee up. But that 
zeal was born of knowledge and animated 
by love, Fill us with a consuming earnest- 
ness for Thee and Thy Cause, but save us 
from bigotry and intolerance. Clarify the 
conscience with Thy Blessed Spirit and let 
not our good be evil spoken of, For His 
sake. Amen. 


Tuesday, 


Wednesday, July 4—Loyalty to God and 
Country. Read Matt. 22:15-22. .. 


Loyalty to God and country is given a 
wider application by men today than in 
the time of Jesus and Washington. The 
Peace Heroes Society, organized in Cinein- 
nati several years ago, is trying to promote 
the idea that all who unselfishly live, labor 
and die for the highest good of all men 
everywhere are entitled to the highest 
honors and rewards. On the birthday of 
our great nation we ought to stop a minute 
to try to estimate the price our fore- 
fathers paid for the political and religious 
liberties which we enjoy so unstintedly to- 
day. At the same time we must remember 
that religion and patriotism must be made 
one and inseparable in the pursuits of 
peaceful occupations and enterprises and 
in the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God. We should solemnly resolve that 
‘this nation under God, shall have a new 
birth of freedom and that a government of 
the people, by the people and for the peo- 
ule shall not perish from the earth.’’ 

Prayer: j 
““God of our fathers, known of old, 
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Lord of our far-flung battle line, 

Beneath whose mighty hand we hold, 

Dominion over palm and pine; 

Lord God of hosts, be with us yet, 

Lest we forget! Lest we forget!’’ 
Amen, 


Thursday, July 5—Sharing Christ’s Suffer- 
ings. Read I Peter 4:12-19. 

When we think it all over carefully and 
logically the sufferings of Christians are 
not strange. They are ineveitable and to 
be expected. They may be the true Chris- 
tian’s credentials. The nature of Christ’s 
principles of life are such as to arouse 
the opposition of worldly persons. Suffer- 
ings tend to (1) Detect the presence of sin. 
(2) Make manifest the sincerity of the 
Christian. (3) Purify and improve religious 
virtues. (4) Deepen spirituality. (5) En- 
hance future glory and blessedness. For 
‘‘houncing the blues’’ there is no better 
passage to be found in the Bible than the 
lesson for today. Read it over again. 

Prayer: Dear Savior, Thou didst endure 
the cross and despise the shame for the 
joy that wast set before Thee. By Thy 
Spirit enlighten us in order that we may 
realize the truth of those solemn and 
memorable words of Thine: ‘‘Blessed are 
ye, when men shall revile you, and perse- 
cute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for My sake, Rejoice 
‘and be exceeding glad. For great is your 
reward in heaven.’’ Amen, 


Friday, July 6—The Reward of Faithful 
Witnessing. Read III Tim. 4:1-8. 


No Christian ever lived and labored 
under more distressing and discouraging 
conditions than did St. Paul. To be con- 
vineed of this one needs only to read be- 
tween the lines in this paricular Scripture. 
Yet St. Paul realized that it was all 
abundantly worth while. His eye of faith 
was so keen and penetrating that he could 
confidently look into the future and see 
rewards that are really permanent and 
satisfying. Too many religious workers 
are falling by the wayside today when con- 
ditions are not nearly so adverse as they 
were in the time of Paul. There are said 
to be over 1,400 less Protestant ministers 
in the United States this year than last. 
Scores of laymen seem to be giving up in 
despair and disgust. We suspect that these 
persons woefully lack St. Paul’s intelligent 
faith and indomitable courage. ‘‘Be thou 
faithful unto death and I will give thee a 
crown of life.’’ 

Prayer: 

**O for a faith that will not shrink 
Tho’ pressed by every foe; 

That will not tremble on the brink 

Of any earthly woe; 

That will not murmur nor compla‘n 

Beneath the chastening rod, 

But in the hour of grief and pain, 


Will lean upon its God, 

Lord give us such a faith as this, 

And then, whate’er may come, 

We’ll taste, e’en here, the hallowed bliss 
Of an eternal home.’’ Amen, 


Saturday, July 7—Praying For Enemies, 
Read Matt. 5:43-48. 

If prayer is only a matter of duty or 
formality it is comparatively easy to pray 
for ones enemies. But if it is ‘‘the soul’s 
sincere desire’’ there is nothing more diffi- 
cult to do than to ask God to bless and 
prosper our foes, especially if they are of 
some other nationality or if they live next 
door to us. Have you ever tried such 
prayer in deeds as well as in words? The 
outstanding examples in the Bible are 
Jesus and Stephen. A few Cherokee 
women, who had been converted to Chris- 
tianity, formed themselves into a mission- 
ary and aid society. They had ten dollars 
worth of produce to dispose of. To whom 
should it be given? After much discussion 
one of the Cherokee women suggested that 
it be given to the Osage tribe, ‘‘ Because,’ 
said she, ‘‘the Bible says that we are to 
do good to our enemies; and I believe the 
Osages are the greatest enemies that the 
Cherokees have.’’ 

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, teach us, 
Thy childen, to pray—to pray fervently 
and honestly, not only for ourselves and 
our friends, but also for our foes and ene- 
mies, especially if they be of our own 
household. If they hunger, may we feed 
them; if they thirst, may we give them 
drink, Amen. 


Sunday, July 8—Honoring God Before 
Men. Read Psalm 116:12-19, 


Four verses in this one brief passage 
stress public worship. Similar references” 
could be multiplied one hundredfold. Why, 
then are so many professing Christians so 
reluctant to attend public worship in our 
Churches today? It is one of the best 
ways to honor God before men, Either 
they do not read God’s Word, or, reading 
it, they do not believe what they read. 
There is a great difference of opinion with 
regard to the increase or decrease in 
Church attendance in modern times. We 
believe the conclusions largely depend up- 
on the numerical standards from which we 
judge. When we try to count the mercies 
of God and when we recognize our abso- 
lute dependence upon His bounties, can He 
possibly receive too much honor from us, 
His insignificant and unworthy creatures? 

Prayer: O Thou Who art unseen but 
ever near, we offer Thee our thanks for 
this new Lord’s Day. Our faith grows 
stronger and our hopes revive at the 
thought of the House of God, and the fel- 
lowship of His people. May we worship 
Thee this Day in Spirit and in truth and 
in the beauty of holiness. Amen, 


URSINUS COLLEGE COMMENCE- 
MENT 


Commencement week at Ursinus College 
opened with the Class Day exercises on 
Friday afternoon, June 8. This was fol- 
lowed in the evening of the same day by 
the Junior Oratorical Contest in which 5 
contestants took part. The Hunsicker prize 
of $20 in gold was awarded to Charles Ed- 
ward Keller, of Dayton, Ohio, and the 
Meminger prize of $15 in gold to Robert 
Carl Roth, of Spring City, Pa. Honorable 
mention was awarded to Harvey Melvin 
Lytle, of Sassamansville, Pa, 


The Board of Directors of the College 
met in annual session on Saturday morn- 
ing, June 9. The meeting was well attend- 
ed and the reports from the officers were of 
interest and indicated that great progress 
had been made during the past year. New 
buildings, including the Brodbeck dormi- 
tory, the Curtis dormitory, the Thompson- 
Gay gymnasium and the new dining-room, 


with the furnishings reached a total cost 
of $233,066.60. There was received during 
the year in gifts, annuities and bequests 
the sum of $108,309.20. A part of the bal- 
ance has been provided for, but a consider- 
able part of it must yet be secured. The 
endowment also has been increased and 
now stands at $464,470.00, The executive 
officers, and especially the treasurer, Ed- 
ward 8S. Fretz, have given much time and 
study to the financial problems of the col- 
lege with satisfactory results. Upon nomi- 
nation by the Alumni Association the 
Board elected to membership on that body 
Mrs. Rhea Duryea Johnson, ’08, of Phila- 
delphia. 

The Alumni Association held its annual 
meeting on Saturday afternoon. There was 
a large representation of alumni present. 
The reports of the officers and the various 
committees all showed much interest and 
substantial progress. On account of the 
large volume of business in this Associa- 
tion it was voted to hold an adjourned 


meeting at an early date to consider mat- 
ters which could not be taken up at the 
annual meeting. The officers for the com- 
ing year are: President, Dr. Norman E. Me- 
Clure, 715; Vice-President, Miss Florence 
A. Brooks, 712; Secretary-Treasurer, Cal- 
vin D: Yost, 791° 

The Alumni Athletie Club held its lunch- 
eon and business meeting at noon. This 
organization is in a flourishing condition 
and has assumed definite obligations in 
connection with the Thompson-Gay gym- 
nasium which will materially aid in light- 
ening the burden of the Board. The offi- 
cers elected for the coming year are: Presi- 
dent, Herbert R. Howells, ’23; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Eugene Michael, ’24; Treasurer, 
Henry W. Mathieu, ’11; Assistant Treas- 
urer, J, H. Brownback, 721. 

The Ursinus Woman’s Club had a largely — 
attended dinner and business meeting at 
which an interesting program was rend- 
ered and important business was trans- — 
acted. The Club decided to award annually — 
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a medal to that girl of the Senior Class 


who has done most to advance women’s 
athletics at Ursinus in place of the pag- 
eantry prize offered this present year. The 


officers of this Club are: President, Mrs 
Mary Shade Price, ’04; Vice-President, 
Miss Florence A. Brooks, 712; Secretary, 
Miss Helen Groninger, ’24, and Treasurer, 
Mrs. G. L. Omwake. 

At 5 o’clock on Saturday afternoon there 
took place the unveiling of an oil portrait 
of Rey. Abraham Hunsicker, the founder 
of Freeland Seminary, in Freeland Hall. A 
small company of surviving students of 
this institution were present. The address 
of presentation was made by A. H, Hend- 
ricks, Esq., ’88, and the portrait was ac- 
cepted for the college by Rev. J. M. S. 
Isenberg, D. D., 93. 


The Alumni dinner in the new dining- 
room was largely attended completely fill- 
ing the available seating capacity. Mrs. 
Rhea Duryea Johnson was the toastmaster 
of the occasion. Addresses were made by 
A. D. Fetterolf, Esq., Rev. J. Lewis Fluck, 
D. D., ’88, and Miss Ruth J. Craft, A. M., 
718. A number of classes were gathered in 
re-union groups in different parts of the 
dining-room and in the course of the din- 
ner let themselves be heard from in the 
form of songs and class yells. The dinner 
was an enjoyable feature of Alumni Day 
and was followed later in the eyening by 
a reception given by President and Mrs. 
Omwake in the Library building. 


The baccalaureate service on Sunday 
morning completely filled Bomberger audi- 
torium, The sermon was preached by 
former president, the Rev. Albert Edwin 
Keigwin, D. D., of the West End Presby- 
terian Church, New York City. His ser- 
mon was based on the text, ‘‘None of us 
liveth to himself.’? The sermon was 
thoughtful, eloquent and highly appropri- 
ate for the occasion. It was full of whole- 
some teaching for those about to enter the 
larger spheres and activites of life. The 
service closed with the baccalaureate 
hymn, ‘‘Guide Me, O Thou Great Jeho- 
vah.2? 

Haydn’s famous oratorio, ‘‘The Crea- 
tion,’’ was presented by the college chorus 
under the direction of Miss Jeanette Doug- 
las Hartenstine on Sunday evening. Again 
Bomberger Hall was filled to capacity by 
an appreciative audience. Although this 
composition is too difficult for amateurs, 
much of the chorus work was creditably 
done and the rendition formed a fitting 
close to Baccalaureate Sunday. 


Commencement Day brought the largest 
gathering of people of the week. While 
Miss Minna Just Keller was giving a re- 
cital on the Clarke Memorial Organ, the 
crowd of visitors, friends, alumni, parents 
and undergraduates was assembling in 
Bomberger, At the same time the aca- 
demie procession consisting of directors, 
invited guests, faculty and graduates, was 
forming in the Memorial Library from 
whence it proceeded to the auditorium 
where the several groups were seated on 
the rostrum and in the fore part of the 
hall. The invocation was offered by Dr. 
Keigwin. Cora E. J. Gulick, of Perkasie, 
Pa., spoke the salutatory oration and Will- 
ard Mohr Moyer, of Quakertown, Pa., pre- 
sented the valedictory oration, the former 
speaking on ‘‘Success, Real and Reputed’’ 
and the latter on ‘‘The New Democracy.’’ 
The commencement speaker, James Francis 
Cooke, Mus. D., the head of the Presser 
Foundation, took as his theme the richer 
and broader humanitarianism. He stressed 
three ideals which seemed most significant 
in the life and suecess of the individual, 
first, a sound mind in a sound body; second, 
a firm faith in a brave soul; and third, a 
warm heart in a cheerful spirit. Out of his 
fine culture, large experience and great 
heart, the speaker enriched his theme in its 
develpment and gave an address filled with 
helpful thought and suggestion not only to 
graduates, but to the entire assemblage. 
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After the commencement address the Dean 
presented 45 candidates for the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts and 31 for the degree of 
3achelor of Science. The President con- 
ferred these degrees and in his address to 
the graduating class he extended the best 
wishes of the institution and a hearty wel- 
come for the members to return to their 
Alma Mater and expressed the hope that 
they would never cease in their loyalty to 
her. 

The following honorary degrees were 
then conferred by the President: Doctor 
of Laws on James Francis Cooke, Mus. D., 
the Rey. Albert Edwin Keigwin, D, D., and 
the Rev. Henry T. Spangler, D. D; Doctor 
of Divinity on the Rey. Albert Sheppard 
Bromer and the Rev. Weicome Sherman 
Kerschner; Doctor of Pedagogy on Charles 
Benjamin Heinly. Willard Mohr Moyer, 
Charles Edmund String, Cora E. J. Gulick 
and Rebecca Reinhart Engel received their 
degrees Magna Cum Laude; and Melba 
Elizabeth Farnsler, Anna Mabel Fritsch, 
Aurelia Adelaide English, Alvin Lincoln 
Loux, Mildred Theresa Stibitz and Eleanor 
Elizabeth Cornwell received their Cum 
Laude. Honors in special departments were 
awarded to the following persons: in edu- 
cation to Vivian Louise Waltman; in Eng- 
lish to Ruth Elizabeth Solt; in French to 
Melba Elizabeth Farnsler; in German to 
LaRue Carolyn Wertman; in history to 
Agnes Charlotte Lorenz, Ruth Elizabeth 
Moyer, Mildred Theresa Stibitz; in mathe- 
matics to Anna Mabel Fritsch, Cora E. J. 
Gulick, Sara Baldwin Hoffer; in psychology 
to Eleanor Elizabeth Cornwell. 


The Havilah MeCurdy-Bennett essay 
prize of $20 in gold was awarded to Violet 
Gertrude Guydish, of Mahanoy City, Pa. 
The Philip H. Fogel Memorial prize of $25 
was awarded to Ruth Estelle LaWall, of 
Easton, Pa. The E. L, Wailes Memorial 
prize of $20 went to Mary G. Rule of Free- 
hold, New Jersey. The Robert Trucksess 
prize of $25 in gold was received by Alvin 
Lincoln Loux, of Souderton, Pa. The Pais- 
ley prize of $25 was awarded to Charles 
Edmund String, of Philadelphia. The Ur- 
sinus Woman’s Club prize of $25 was given 
to Helen Wismer, of Collegeville, Pa. The 
President’s award, a gold medal, bearing 
the athletic emblem of Ursinus College, 
was awarded to Willard Mohr Moyer, of 
Quakertown, Pa, —C.D. Y 


Is THIS TRUE COURAGE? 


(A copy of this statement was sent by 
its author to the ‘‘Christian Century.’’) 

In commenting on the recent action of 
the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in recognizing the valid- 
ity of such divorces as the State may grant 
and allowing the remarriage of persons for 
‘Cadultery, or its full moral equivalent,’’ 
the ‘‘Christian Century’’ says, ‘‘By the 
addition of this latter clause this denomi- 
nation has released its clergy, and itself, 
from the tyranny of the letter of Scripture, 
and has acknowledged a standard which 
clearly implies an earnest attempt to ap- 
proximate the mind of Christ. In this 
most hazardous and hotly debated field of 
social relationships, Methodism has shown 
unusual courage and independence.’’ The 
rather does it take courage to abide the 
word of the Master than to bow to the 
practice of the State and only ‘‘approxi- 
mate the mind of Christ.’’? The courageous 
are the true and the mind of Christ is the 
direct opposite of this worldly ‘‘independ- 
ence.’’ 


Our greatest social peril today exists in 
the field of marriage and divorce because 
of our chaotie legislation and our lack of 
back-bone to stand on the Word of God. 
We have about fifty-two separate causes 
for the dissolution of the bond, not count- 
ing the causes of annulment, and judges 
say that ‘‘the evidence in divorce cases 
is the most unreliable known to the 
courts.’’ One of the most fundamental 


peo oe Pl 9) DN lg 


By Dan Brummitt 

A vigorous new novel of a new kind— 
a flash of lightning illuminating the 
Church world, and hitting at ‘‘shoddy- 
ism’? wherever it shows its hear—a 
human story—strong and weak char- 
acters, well drawn—suspense, irony 
tragedy, pity—such is ‘‘SHODDY.?’’ 

Reviewers are saying 

‘“As sincere and circumstantial, if 
not as poetical as ‘Giants in the 
Barth.’ ?? 

‘“One cannot help contrasting it with 
Elmer Gantry. Sinclair Lewis dug a 
sewer, Dan Brummitt planted a gar- 
den.’’ 

“Tt will be of interest to all who 
love a good story.’’ 

“Dan Brummitt has written a grip- 
ping story.’’ 

“¢ *Shoddy’ is a 
drama.’’ 

““Maybe a Bishop ought not to en- 
courage its sale! ButIdo. Go right to 
your bookstore and get it.’’ 

And so it goes—the book is being 
bought by people who have been told 
abuot it by some people who had read 
it. That tells the story! ‘‘Shoddy’’ is 
selling fast. 


Price, $2.00, Postpaid. 


thrilling human 


Publication and Sunday School Board of 
the Reformed Church in the United States 
Fifteenth and Race Sts., Philadelphia 


Commandments, the Seventh, is not en- 
forced by Federal law while several others 
are thus enacted, As a result, illegitimacy 
increases; marriage is a joke; discord and 
shame exist among near relatives; children 
are deprived of homes, their God-given 
heritage; the rate of divorce is rising 
while the marriage rate is declining; simi- 
lar to old Rome, we hear women numbering 
their divorces without reserve; and by giv- 
ing the divorced the right of remarriage, 
we are rewarding man for his wrong-doing. 

When the Master speaks, it is enough. 
What does He say? ‘‘Whosoever shall put 
his wife away, and marry another, commit- 
teth adultery against her. And if a 
woman put away her husband, and be mar- 
ried to another, she committeth adultery.’’ 
The exception which Matthew mentions re- 
fers only to the putting away (for adultery 
is already committed) and not to remar- 
riage. ‘‘From the beginning,’’ says Christ, 
‘*God made them male and female, For 
this cause shall a man.... cleave to his 
wife; ....so then they are no more twain, 
but one flesh. What therefore God hath 
joined together let not man put asunder.’’ 
There is a mystical union in marriage 
which can not be broken, and any subse- 
quent union is adultery. We have a sym- 
pathetic thought for the truly innocent 
victims of our social order and think that 
the Master’s words are too harsh; but it 
is likewise He who says, ‘‘Go and sin no 
more,’’ and with His blessing the innocent 
become perfect thru their suffering. 

Marriage ‘‘is an honorable state, insti- 
tuted of God for the proper continuance 
and well-being of mankind, confirmed by 
the teaching of our blessed Saviour, and 
compared by St. Paul to the mystical union 
which subsists between Christ and His 
Church.’’ Monogamy is the law of God 
from the beginning of man; Christ taught 
it; Paul confirmed it; the early Church ac- 
cepted it, considering marriage ‘‘alto- 
gether indissoluble;’’ and the nations that 
have not followed it have perished because 
the sanctity of the home ceases when di- 
vorce and remarriage enter. 

It is high time that the Christian minis- 
try should cease catering to our godless 
high society, to our immoral, not to say un- 
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Christian standards of conduct, and to any 
law which is in direct opposition to the 
Law of God. At the very bottom of life 
today, physical, social, moral and spiritual, 
is the fact that we are ‘‘lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God,’’—we prefer 
the agreeable ‘‘independence’’ of the 
world to the dutiful dependence of our 
Christian faith. We must dare to stand 
for the plain, unapproximated and funda- 
mental truth of the Gospel in this whole 
matter and teach it boldly as true sons of 
the living God. Methodism has sacrificed 
duty for temporal good. The world may 
eall this ‘‘courage,’’ but our Lord calls it 
Pharisaism. Since the State grants di- 
voree, let it remarry whom it will; the 
Christian minister can not morally and 
spiritually solemnize any but the first 
marriage. —Arthur Y. Holter. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa. 


First Church, Royersford, is sending 6 
Friendship School Bags to Mexico. St. 
Vincent’s, Spring City, is planning for an 
interesting farewell service on Sunday 
evening, June 30, at which time the W. M. 
S. will send 2 of the bags on their journey 
of good-will. 


On June 18, Miss Esther M. Bauer, office 
secretary at the Philadelphia Depository, 
rounded out 5 years of faithful service. 
The W. M. S. G. S. greatly appreciates 
Miss Bauer’s loyal assistance in all phases 
of the work. 


The W. M. 8. and the Ladies’ Bible Class 
of Zion’s Church, Millersville, Pa., held a 
combined monthly meeting, with Mrs. Ira 
Hershey as hostess to twenty members 
and guests. After devotions, conducted by 
the president of the W. M. S., the conclud- 
ing chapter of ‘‘A Straight Way Toward 
Tomorrow’’ was discussed. At the con- 
clusion of the program, each group held a 
short business session, which was followed 
by a social hour, during which refresh- 
ments were served, 


The 38th annual meeting of the W. M. 
S. of Iowa Classis was held in Harmony 
Church, Zwingle, Iowa, the Rev. Edw. 
Mohr, pastor. Devotional services were in 
charge of Rey. Mr. Bysted and Mrs. C. EH. 
Holyoke. Roll call revealed 6 officers; 12 
W.M.S.,2 G. M. G., and 1 M. B. delegates 
present—the largest body of officers 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity, July 8, 1928. 


Saul and Stephen 
Acts 7:54-60; 8:1-3; 22:19-20, 


Golden Text: Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee the crown of 
life. Revelation 2:10. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Stephen. 2. Saul. 

Two men dominate our lesson, Saul and 
Stephen, The one was a Jewish funda- 
mentalist; the other, a Christian modernist. 
Saul stood pat on the doctrines and rites 
which he had inherited from his fathers. 
That was his religion, Stephen walked 
humbly in 2 new way of life which Christ 
had shown him. That was his religion. 
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A SPECIAL INVITATION is hereby extended to you to examine, during the 
sessions of the SUMMER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, LANCASTER, PA., opening 


July 2, 


AN EXTENSIVE EXHIBIT OF BOOKS FROM VARIOUS PUBLISHERS, 
BOOKS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, THEOLOGY, SERMONS, and of 
General Interest to ministers and laymen. 
There will be plenty of time for thorough examination and for satisfactory selec- 
tien of the books you will need for your Summer and Fall reading, 
An increasing number of ministers are making the annual book exhibits made at 
the summer gatherings of our denomination and the meetings of the Synods, the occa- 


sion for their main book-buying for the year. 
We covet the opportunity to serve you. 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
George W. Waidner, Representative 
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and delegates in many years, An in- 
teresting and informing illustrated lecture 
on China was given by Rev. Mr. Bysted. 
It was decided to hold a Fall Institute, the 
date and place to be announced later. 
Trinity Church, Wilton Junction, Iowa, 
will be the hostess to the next annual 
meeting. The following officers were 
elected: Pres., Mrs. C. E. Holyoke; 1st 
Vice-Pres., Mrs. Nettie Chiverton; 2nd 
Vice-Pres., Mrs. A. J. Kleinjan; Ree. See., 
Miss Myrtle Blakeley; Cor, Sec., Miss 
Gladys Denlinger; Treas., Miss Minnie 
Cort; Stat. Sec., Mrs. Helen Feiseler; See. 
of Lit., Mrs. Mable Burr; Sec. T. O., Mrs. 
B. C. Chesterman; Sec, L. M. and M. in M., 
Mrs. J. W. Lenker; Sec. G. M. G. and M.B., 
Mrs. Edw. Mohr; Sec. Temp., Mrs. A. J. 
Kleinjan; Sec. O. and M., Mrs. W. H. 
Yakish; Sec. Stew., Mrs. Nettie Chiverton. 


On Tuesday evening, June 12, Mr. Lulie, 
District Commissioner, and Scout Master 
Hauser, with his troop from St. Andrew’s 
Chureh, came to Bethel Reformed Com- 
munity Center and installed its troop, No. 
333. The impressive exercises were wit- 
nessed by a large crowd of the boys’ rela- 
tives and friends. The troop executive 
committee consists of the Rev. E. S. Klein- 
ginna, Messrs. Wm. Forster, Chas. Mae- 
Allister, Thos, Boden and Guy M. Hicherly. 
The Scout Master is Mr. Paul MacAllister. 
Goodrich Lynch serves as Assistant Scout 
Master. Charter members are: Morris 
Segal, Max Karr, Alexander Maruzzi, Jos- 
eph MacAllister, Harry Sink, Joseph San- 
tilli, and Joseph Filipello. On Sunday even- 
ing, June 10, the Children’s Day Service, 
“*Better Boys and Girls,’’? was rendered by 
the Sunday School. The program was very 
much enjoyed by the large crowd which 
filled the hall. 


And for that Saul ‘‘consented’’ to his cruel 
death. 

It is a study in contrasts: faith and 
fanaticism, martyr and madman, prophet 
and persecutor. It seems incredible that 
two such men—both thoroughly good and 
conscientious—should be the chief actors 
in this tragie episode. Yet, similar events 
have happened again and again in the his- 
tory of Christianity. They are still hap- 
pening. And we blunt the sharp point of 
this lesson if we read it, merely, as a 
tragedy of the dim past. We are re-writ- 
ing it today. Men of Stephen’s type are 
still being persecuted and branded as here- 
tics. And their persecutors are men like 
Saul. Not bad men, who love darkness 
rather than light, but good men, who love 
God and serve Him according to the dic- 
tates of their conscience. It is this su- 


preme tragedy of our confused time that 
challenges our thought as we study this 
lesson. 

I. Stephen. He was one of the seven 
helpers chosen by the Church in Jerusalem. 
The rest receive bare mention in Luke’s 
narrative, but he is described at length. 
His martyrdom, of course, helped to make 
him prominent, since he was the first to die 
for the new faith. But, apart from that, 
he was one of the outstanding characters 
in the primitive Church, His untimely 
death cut short a career that might have 
rivaled that of Paul himself. 

His Greek name warrants the conjecture 
that Stephen was a colonial Jew, but we 
know nothing of his early life nor of his 
conversion. He is first brought to our no- 
tice as the most distinguished of the seven 
Hellenistic helpers (Acts 6:5). His work, 
accordingly, was that of an almoner and 
steward; especially among the widows of 
Grecian Jews. But he was also a power- 
ful preacher, proclaiming the Good News. 
In two pithy sentences, Luke depicts Ste- 
phen’s life and labor. He tells us that he 
was ‘fa man full of faith of the Holy 
Spirit,’’ and also ‘‘full of grace and 
power, who wrought great signs and won- 
ders among the people’’ (6:5, 8). 

Thus, his biography is disappointingly 
short and, yet, surprisingly sufficient. It 
is the Biblical way of picturing its Enochs 


‘and Simeons (Genesis 5:24, Luke 2:25). 


Even the story of Jesus’ matchless life 
shows many gaps which no modern biogra- 
pher would leave unfilled. Yet, what ele- 
ment is there lacking to form a perfect 
picture of His character? Even so we 
know enough of Stephen to take the full 
measure of the man. It is the spirit of a 
man that counts, and Stephen’s spirit is 
sketched in detail. He manifested faith, 
grace, and power in rich measure. No 
wonder men called his spirit ‘‘holy.’’? And 
by the might of that spirit he wrought 
‘“oreat wonders and signs among the peo- 
ple.’’ The specific nature of these works 
is not described, Doubtless the general 
statement refers both to his ministry as 
a helper and to his message as a preacher. 
Verbally and vitally, in burning words 
and with self-denying love, he walked in 
the new Way, a living witness to Jesus 
Christ. ; 

Such, then, was the man whose trial and 
martyrdom are reported at length by Luke 
(Acts 6:7). He was seized and brought 
before the Sanhedrin for judgment. It 
was his theology they accused, not his re- 
ligion. No one, it seems, found fault with 
his life and love. No one condemned his 
faithful stewardship. The specifie accu- 
sations before the council were that he had 
spoken blasphemous words against Moses 
and God. Stephen’s reply is the longest 
speech in the New Testament. It is a 
frank and fearless testimony to the truth. 
It was an appeal to historical facts that 
must have convinced any unprejudiced 
jury. He told court and people the naked 
truth. In spite of patriarchs and prophets, 
law and temple, they were wholly impeni- 
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tent. In spite of the manifold mercies of 
God in their national life, they were in- 
capable of appreciating Jesus. They had 
crucified Him. They were the worthy sons 
of sires who had persecuted and killed the 
prophets. 

It is somewhat uncertain precisely what 
it was, in Stephen’s preaching, that led 
to his arrest. Some scholars maintain that 
“he was the first to discern that the Gos- 
pel could not be confined within the bonds 
of Judaism.’’ They regard him as a fore- 
runner of Paul in this respect. Others 
hold that it was the high ethical note in 
his sermons that aroused violent opposi- 
tion. He boldly charged the elect nation 
that they had neglected and abused their 
rich spiritual privileges by wilful disobedi- 
ence. In any case, there was a new note 
in his preaching. He saw that Christ had 
given men a revelation of God’s purpose 
and power, far excelling that made in the 
history of Israel. He knew that the Gospel 
superseded the ceremonies, ascrifices, and 
temple services which were the very es- 
sence of the Jewish religion. He knew and 
saw all this dimly, perchance, but it led him 
to a re-valuation of all the religious values 
he had been taught in the synagogue. He 
shifted the emphasis from creed to deed, 
from the law, with its dead letter of the- 
ology and ceremony, to loyalty to Jesus 
Christ. 

That, certainly, was the most impressive 
feature of Stephen’s long address before 
the Sanhedrin. Not its words and argu- 
ments, skilful and convincing though they 
were, but the spirit of the speaker himself, 
Back of this noble speech stands a man 
into whose life Jesus had entered with 
revolutionary effect. The new religion 
which the Lord had given him was the 
supreme interest of his life. Moreover, he 
deemed it of supreme importance that all 
mankind should come to share his experi- 
ence. Hence he was ready to bear witness 


to Christ and to His redemptive Gospel,’ 


even to the point of martyrdom. Far 


greater than his speech of defense was the’ 


speaker. ‘‘And all that sat in the council, 
looking steadfastly on him, saw ‘his face 
as it had been the face of an angel’’ (6: 
15). 

Such were the men who built the founda- 
tions of the Christian Church in the apos- 
tolic age. Riches they had none, nor great 
learning, nor social prestige, But Jesus 
had quickened a new spirit within them, 
full of faith, grace, and power. This holy 
spirft found utterance in their speech, and 
it was expressed in their conduct, Even in 
the torture of a cruel death it did not fail 
to manifest its power. By that spirit they 
conquered. And only by that spirit, in- 
carnate in men, can the modern Church 
conquer the world and complete her task. 
Other things may be needful, That alone 
is indispensable. 

II. Saul. The climax of Stephen’s ad- 
dress was a scathing rebuke (7:51-53). It 
enraged his hearers. The frenzied mob did 
not wait for the formal sentence of the 
Sanhedrin. They rushed upon Stephen in 
blind fury, and, dragging him outside the 
city gates, they stoned him to death. But 
Stephen knew how to die, as well as how 
to live. The spirit of Christ did not for- 
sake him in his bitter agony. He was full 
of faith when, dying, he looked steadfastly 
into heaven and saw the glory of God. And 
he was full of grace when his expiring 
breath voiced a prayer of forgiveness for 
his murderers. 

And now Saul enters upon the scene. 
The witnesses, who were required by law 
to cast the first stones upon a man con- 
demned for blasphemy, laid their garments 
at the feet of the young man named Saul. 
With merciless candor, Luke writes, ‘‘And 
Saul was consenting unto his death’? (8: 
1), Later, Paul himself confesses, ‘‘And 
when the blood of Stephen, Thy witness, 
was shed, I also was standing by, and con- 
senting, and keeping the garments of them 
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that slew him’’ (22:20). Thus the im- 
mortal name of Paul makes its first appear- 
ance in our historical records, as an ac- 
complice of Stephen’s murderers. And 
when devout men had given reverent burial 
to the mutilated body of this first Chris- 
tian martyr, the fury of the mob demand- 


against the Church and Saul became the 
arch-persecutor. 

Now it is easy enough to call this Saul a 
great sinner who needed conversion. But 
the point is that he was a profoundly re- 
ligious, and a deeply conscientious, sinner. 
He believed sincerely that he was serving 
and pleasing God, and saving religion, 
when he put men like Stephen out of the 
way. He thought that he was practicing 
genuine piety when he persecuted people 
who were trying to walk in the Way of 
Jesus. That was his sin. If we want a 
name for it we must call it bigotry, or blind 
fanaticism, 

Is fanaticism a sin, then? Usually men 
regard it as a weakness, rather than as 
wickedness. But in the clear light of his- 
tory, past and present, it bears a far more 
Sinister character. It crucified Jesus and 
it stoned Stephen. And in every age it 
has retarded the cause of true religion. The 
defense of the fanatic is his ‘‘conscience.’’ 
But he forgets that our conscience is a 
part of our social heritage, Like our lan- 
guage or our manners, we acquire it un- 
consciously from our environment, In 
order to become a trustworthy guide, a 
conscience must be educated and illumi- 
nated. It must constantly test its con- 
clusions in the light of a deepening experi- 
ence and of a growing moral insight. Do- 
cility, humble open-mindedness, is a pri- 
mary virtue of a truly conscientious man. 

Saul had a conscience, but it was the 
accomplice of his petty Pharisaic religios- 
ity, and not his guide to truth. It made 
him utterly blind to the excellency of 
Christ and to the beauty and truth of the 
Way in which He had walked with God 
and with man. 

That is still the tragic fate of the religi- 
ous fanatic. He is blind to the real Christ 
and to the true meaning of His Gospel. He 
may be sincere, but he is mistaken. In 
his mistaken zeal he often does more harm 
to the cause of Christ than all its avowed 
enemies and opponents. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


July 8th—What Can We Do to Help Im- 
prove Our Community? Neh. 2:12-20. 


One’s community is the immediate en- 
vironment in which one happens to live. 
It may be small or large. It may include 
few or many people, It may be one’s city 
or the section of the city in which one 
lives. It may be some rural district or 
some far remote part of the world. But 
no matter where it is or what its size may 
be, the person who lives there sustains re- 
lations to all others who constitute the 
community. None of us liveth to himself. 
We cannot come out of our own house, in 
fact, we cannot live in our own house and 
find that we are not influencing others or 
are influenced by them. Consequently it 
behooves us to improve our community. 
Each one ought to take just pride in one’s 
own community in which he lives and 
strive to make it the best in all the world. 
Now, there are a number of things that 
we can do to help improve our community, 
whatever its circumstances and conditions 
may be. 

First—know your community. It is 
amazing what dense ignorance often pre- 
vails on the part of people with reference 
to the community in which they live. They 
know almost nothing about its needs, its 
conditions, its possibilities. Just you ask 
somebody in a given community to tell 
you about the type of people who live 
there, the conditions of the houses, the edu- 
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cational, social and religious facilities. 
Ask them about the people who are in au- 
thority and what type. How little the 
average person knows about his or her 
own community! Therefore, study your 
community. This is what Nehemiah, the: 
layman in the Old Testament times, did. 
He made a tour of inspection through the 
city of Jerusalem. He wanted to know 
its conditions and its needs at first-hand. 
Then he could speak with authority, then 
he could plan for its restoration and recon- 
struction. He would have been groping in, 
the dark if he had not made this midnight , 
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tour of inspection, He discovered the hor- 
rible things, the broken-down condition, 
and then he was prepared to set forth upon 
his real task, There are facilities offered 
now by various organizations in order to 
make a study of one’s community. There 
are suitable blanks provided which serve 
as a guide towards getting desired infor- 
mation. This is the first thing, therefore, 
that needs to be done. Acquaint yourself 
with the social, educational and recrea- 
tional, the physical, the moral and religious 
needs and conditions of your community. 

Second—set upon a definite task. Know 
what you want to do and then plan to do 
it. You cannot do everything. You cannot 
transform a community over night. Some 
of the evils are deeply entrenched and re- 
quire time and effort to eradicate the same. 
You may not be able to do everything at 
one time, therefore, do not attempt too 
much all at once. There are some people 
who undertake too much and then get 
nothing done. They spread their efforts 
over a lot of tasks and get nothing worth 
while accomplished. Consequently, do one 
thing at a time and do it well and then 
other tasks will come along to be done 
afterwards. 

Third—sweep before your own door. ‘‘ Do 
the thing that’s next you.’’ This may 
sound as pure individualism, but individu- 
alism is not a bad thing when it has a so- 
cial and common purpose in view. When 
individualism centers in itself then it be- 
comes a very narrow and inadequate policy 
in life. But when the improvement of self 
and one’s own immediate environment has 
the common good in view, then it becomes 
a very worthy and worth-while thing, Here 
again we have our example in Nehmiah 
and the men whom he gathered around him- 
self. Each one of those repairers of the 
wall repaired before his own house. They 
set things in order right where they were. 
There are some folks whg neglect their 
own homes while they are so busy work- 
ing in some other section of the ecommun- 
ity. There are some folks who are so en- 
grossed in looking after the children of 
other families that they neglect their own. 
There are some people that are so inter- 
ested in the religious welfare of others 
that they fail to attend to their own spirit- 
ual needs. Therefore, set your own house 
in order. Attend to making your own 
home, your own yard, your own street 
clean and beautiful. If each one were to 
do this the community would soon take on 
an aspect of loveliness and cleanliness. 


Fourth—Co-operate. In every commun- 
ity team work is required. One cannot set 
out to do one thing while others are try- 
ing to do another thing. We need to work 
together. We need to plan together and 
together we should be able to accomplish 
far more than if each one were to set out 
and do a task all by himself. This is what 
the men did in Nehemiah’s day. They co- 
operated. While each one repaired before 
his own door, they did not do so independ- 
ently or without reference to all the others 
who were working. There was likewise a 
division of labor. Some did this and an- 
other did that, AU had one common end 
in view, And there were those who did 
more then their share. They repaired an- 
other part also. Some folks are always 
afraid lest they might be doing more than 
others. They are constantly asking, like 
Peter, ‘‘ And what shall this man do?’? As 
long as that spirit prevails very little of a 
real constructive work can be done. It is 
only when people are willing to work to- 
gether, when they are ready to share re- 
sponsibilities, when they are willing to do 
more than their share, that the great tasks 
in a community or in the world are done. 

Fifth—be not dismayed at criticism. 
Here again we turn to Nehemiah for our 
illustration. There were those in his day 
who scoffed and scorned and sneered. 
‘‘Why,’’ they said, ‘‘the walls which they 
are building are so weak that a fox can- 
not run over them without their tumbling 
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down.’’ But Nehimah and his workers 
were undaunted by criticism. They went 
steadily forward. There is one significant 
little passage in connection with this nar- 
rative, where Nehemiah, in describing the 
account, says, ‘‘And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me.’’ Now the trumpet 
sounded the rallying call. It inspired to 
victory. It gave a note of success. That 
is what we need in the world today, Too 
often we sound the taps instead of the 
trumpet call of courage. We must not give 
up even though folks find fault with us. 

Sixth—Strengthen yourself in the Lord. 
How often in this narrative we are told 
that Nehemiah and his’ co-laborers 
‘“strengthened themselves in the Lord.’’ 
In doing any work this is our first and our 
last resort. Too often we are weak be- 
cause we do not draw upon the strength 
that is offered us inthe Lord. Too often we 
fail because we do not take the Lord into 
our confidence and into our co-operation. 
Sometimes the best thing that we ean do 
for the community is to pray. It may not 
be the only thing that we need to do for 
it, but it is surely one of the first and most 
essential things that needs to be done, Of 
ourselves we cannot accomplish the task 
of community improvement. We need the 
help of the Lord as well as the help of our 
fellow-men. Therefore, let us set our hands 
to the task and make our community the 
very best in all the world. Let us make it 
a Paradise, a veritable garden-spot where 
flowers bloom, where children play, where 
goodness and truth and virtue reign and 
where God is exalted above ‘all. 
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MISSION HOUSE 
(Continued from Page 2) 
whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.’’ Rev. T, P. Bolliger, D: D., 
Field Secretary of Home Missions of the 
Synod of the North-West, preached in the 
afternoon, taking as the foundation 


thought, Matt. 6:33: ‘‘ But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness: 
and all these things shall be added unto 
YOu 


The school year for our Mission House 
closed with the College Commencement the 
following evening. Six young men gradu- 
ated, Rev. O. W. Haulman, of Akron, Ohio, 


was the speaker. The program was fine. 
The Mission House will again welcome its 
students, old and new, when the doors of 


the school will be opened next fall, Sept. 
12th. Pray for God’s blessings to rest 
upon our Mission House. 

—E. L. Worthman, 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


Miss Zona Gale, noted Wisconsin author, 
was married June 12 to William L. Breese, 
a wealthy hosiery manufacturer at the 
home of her father at Portage, Wis. 

Fifty thousand people gathered at Cath- 
ays Park, Cardiff, Wales, June 12 to see 
the Prince of Wales unveil the Welsh 
National War Memorial in honor of 35,000 
Welshmen. 

Captain Emilio Carranza, the Mexican 
aviator, landed at Bolling Field, Washing- 
ton, June 12, on a good-will flight from 
Mexico City to repay the compliment 
Colonel Lindbergh paid to his country 
when he flew there in December. 

A favorable reply on behalf of India has 
been received by the State Department in 
response to Secretary Kellogg’s invitation 
to that Government to become an original 
party to the proposed multilateral treaty 
against war. 

Establishment of a trust fund of be- 
tween $5,000,000 and $6,000,000 for the 
University of Virginia has been an- 
nounced by President Edwin A, Alderman 
at the close of the graduation exercises of 
the class of 1928, The trust fund, which is 
believed to be the largest single gift ever 
made at one time to a State supported in- 
stitution of higher education, was created 
by an alumnus whose name has been with- 


held. 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has agreed to 
pay the cost, estimated between $4,000,000 
and $5,000,000, of restoring the historic 
town of Williamsburg, Va., by rebuilding 
more than 100 Colonial structures, includ- 
ing the House of Burgesses, where Patrick 
Henry in 1765 startled the country with his 
historic outburst, ‘‘Caesar had his Brutus, 
SiC.” 
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bands of American citizens, who have 
been awaiting the issuance of quota visas 
under a preference provision of the 1924 
Immigration Law, will now be allowed to 
enter this country with non-quota visas 
without further delay, under an order made 
public recently by the Department of 
Labor. 

The General Synod of the Reformed 
Chureh- in America closed its session in 
New York City June 13 after unanimously 
empowering the Rev. Dr, Malcolm James 
MacLeod, President of the Synod, to ap- 
point a Fact Finding Commission. The 
duty of the commission will be ‘‘to study 
the possibilities of Christian union’’ and 
report back to the session of 1929, to be 
held at Hope College, Holland, Mich. The 
creation of the committee was the outcome 
of a warm discussion over efforts for a 
merger with the Reformed Church in the 
United States. 

Dr. Maurice Bloomfield, for 45 years Pro- 
fessor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philol- 
ogy at Johns Hopkins University, died in 
San Francisco at the age of 73. 

William Miller Collier, United States 
Ambassador to Chile, has resigned on ac- 
count of his personal business. The Presi- 
dent has accepted the resignation. 

About $90,750,000 war debts were paid 
to the United States the middle of June 
when Great Britain, France, Italy and other 
nations made their remittances on war ob- 
ligations to the Federal Reserve Bank in 
New York City. 

Robert W. Stewart, Chairman of the 
Standard Oil Company of Indiana, has 
been acquitted by a jury in the District 
of Columbia Supreme Court of contempt 
charges arising from his refusal to answer 
questions at the Senate’s committee’s oil 
inquiry, The questions concerned profits 
of the Continental Trading Company, 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of 
‘¢Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’’ was honored in a 
ceremony June 14 when several hundred 
negro school children gathered at the Hall 
of Fame, New York University, before the 
flag-draped bust of Mrs. Stowe. The cere- 
mony marked the 117th anniversary of her 
birth. 

The ‘*Twentieth Century Pilgrims,’’ 
numbering more than 1,200 British Con- 
gregationalists visiting this country on a 
good-will tour to commemorate the voyage 
of the Mayflower in 1620, returned home 
June 16 on the White Star liner Celtic. 

Secretary Herbert Clark Hoover was 
nominated as the Republican candidate for 
President of the United States on the first 
ballot, taken June 14 in the Republican 
Convention at Kansas City, Mo. The 
votes cast for Mr. Hoover were 837. Sen- 
ator Charles Curtis received the nomina- 
tion for the Vice-Presideney and the votes 
east for him were 1,052. 

Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst, leader of 
English militant suffragists, died at Lon- 
don, June 14 at the age of 69. 

William E. (Pussyfoot) Johnson, of West- 
erville, Ohio, internationally known pro- 
hibition lecturer, and Mrs. Mary Bessie 
Stanley, of Washington, D. C., were mar 
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ried at Syracuse, N. Y., June 16. Mr, John- 
son is 66 years of age and his bride is 47. 

At the invitation of the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace addresses 
to the British Institute of Journalists, a 
party of 13 newspaper men will visit the 
United States in October. 

The new radiogram service linking the 
United States with Australia, via its radio 
circuit to Montreal, and the new beam 
circuit of the Marconi Company to the 
Antipodes, is said to be the longest radio 
link in existence, covering more than 
10,000 miles. Messages of congratulation 
on the opening of the beam radio service 
between the United States and Australia 
were exchanged between Secretary Kel- 
logg and the Premiers of Australia and 
Tasmania. 

Former United States Senator Harry A. 

Richardson, of Delaware, died at his home 
in Dover, June 16 at the age of 75. 
_ Eight persons dead, upward of 100 in- 
jured and damage passing the million-dol- 
lar mark was the toll of tornadie winds 
that struck Southwestern Oklahoma and 
Southern Kansas June 16 and 17. 

Edwin T. Meredith, Des Moines publisher 
and Secretary of Agriculture in President 
Wilson’s Cabinet, died at his home in Des 
Moines June 17 at the age of 72. 

Through the efforts of the League of 
Nations all the large libraries’ throughout 
the world will soon be catalogued along the 
lines adopted by American libraries, ac- 
cording to J. C. M. Hanson, Professor of 
Library Science at the University of Chi- 
cago. 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin’s most famous former 
student, has been honored by his alma 
mater by receiving the degree of LL.D, He 
was an engineering student while at Wis- 
consin, and left to take up aviation. 

Amelia Earhart, co-pilot of the Airplane 
Friendship and Boston settlement worker, 
arrived in Wales the morning of June 18, 
after a flight of 20 hours and 40 minutes 
across the Atlantic. Wilmer Stultz and 
Slim Gordon were the chief pilots of the 
seaplane. Miss Earhart is the first woman 
to make this flight. They fought rain, fog 
and snow all the way. 

The Angora Parliament, when it meets in 
the fall, is scheduled to substitute the 
Christian Sunday for the Moslem Friday 
as the official day of rest in Turkey be- 
cause of the trouble caused to Turkish 
business by the observance of Friday. 
Mutapha Kemal has ordered pews for 
Moslem mosques and has also ordered an 
abolition of rugs. There must also be ac- 
cording to the edict altars, organs and 
choirs in the mosques. 

Eight persons dead, hundreds homeless 
and property damaged $2,000,000, was the 
toll June 18 of the week-end storms which 


swept over Southwestern Oklahoma, 
Southern Kansas and Southwestern Mis- 
sour. 


OBITUARY 


THE REV. ARTHUR R. KING 

The Rey. Arthur R. King, a retired min- 
ister of our denomination, died at his home 
in Laureldale, a suburb of Reading, June 
5, 1928, having attained to the age of 50 
years. Deceased was born Mar. 4, 1878, in 
Freemansburg, Northampton Co., Pa., the 
son of Joseph W. and Henrietta King. In 
1900 he was married to Miss Bertha M 
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Feger, daughter of the late Rev. James A. of the late Rev. A. J. Fox, M. D., who was 
Fever n “Bethlehem. During the same both a Lutheran minister and a physic:an, 
vear he was ordained a United Evangelical When Mr. Fox was but four years of age 
minist and served appointments in White his parents moved to Lincoln County, N. C. 
Haven, Mt. Joy, Williamstown and Tre- He was confirmed in the Lutheran Church 
mont. Later he entered the Reformed at the age of 14 years, but soon after 
Church ministry and served charges in joined the Reformed Chureh at Maiden, 
Scranton, Orwigsburg and Hummelstown. N. C. He received his education at Ca- 
Eight years ago ill health forced him to tawba College. 

retire from the ministry and he moved to On November 8, 1871, he was united in 


Reading where he engaged in business until 
a yeal the state of his health 
requ red complete retirement from all ac- 
tivities. There survive his widow, his aged 
mother, a step-sister and a brother. Fun- 
eral services. were conducted privately at 
the funeral*parlors of T. C. Auman, Read- 
by the Rev. Dr. Lee M. Erd- 
pastor of St. Thomas Reformed 
of which Mrs. King is a member. 
was made in the Laureldale 
—L. M. E. 


when 


ago 


ing, on June.8 
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Church, 
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GEORGE H. MULLAN 


George H. Mullan died at his home in 
Chambersburg, Pa., June 12, after an ill- 
ness of four months, and was buried in the 
cemetery at Fort Loudon—his native com- 
munity. Mr. Mullan was the son of the 
late William N. and Mary A. Mullan,— 
next to the oldest of ten children, of whom 
two survive him, Mrs. J. H. Metz, of Fort 
Loudon, and Rey. James M. Mullan, of 
Philadelphia. He is also survived by his 
wife, Rebecca Vance Mullan, and son, 
Howard V. Mullan, of Uniontown, Pa. He 
was a member of the First Lutheran 
Church of Chambersburg at the time of his 
death and had been for many years an 
elder of that Church. 


ELDER EUGENE D. FOX 


Elder Eugene D. Fox, the oldest member 
of the First Church, at Charlotte, N. C., 
passed on to the Church Triumphant on 
May 25th, after a brief illness. Up until 
the day he was stricken with paralysis, 
just a week before his death, he was active 
in the cause of the Kingdom, even though 
he was 77 years and 4 months old. He had 
served very faithfully as an elder in this 
congregation for 10 years, and for many 
years preceding that time in the Emanuel 
Church, Lincolnton, N. C. 

Mr, Fox was born in White Plain, Ala- 
bama, January 11, 1851. He was the son 
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marriage to Miss Laura V. Lawrance, who 
was a very devoted Christian woman. For 
more than 54 years they were permitted to 
live together. Mrs. Fox was called about 
two and one-half years ago. There were 
8 children born to this couple, 7 of whom 
are still living: COC; A. Fox, Troutman; 
Frank L. Fox, Hickery; Mrs. J. E. Smith, 
Coolleemee; Mrs. J. H. Hilderbrand, Trout- 
man; Mrs. W. J. Bean, Rutherfordton; Mrs, 
W. P. Rudisill. Asheville, and Mrs. L. G. 
Kelly, Charlotte. Two brothers and 4 
sisters also survive: Dr. C. P. Fox, Green- 
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ville, Tenn.; Dr. J. F. Fox, Bluefield, W. 
Va.; Mrs. Belle Younts and Mrs. Jessie 
Killian, both of Newton, N. C., and Mrs. 


Laura Turbyfill and Mrs, Emma Hoover, 
both of Lineolnton, N. C. 

In early life Mr. Fox farmed in Catawba 
County, later on lived in Lincolnton and 
Gastonia, and moved to Charlotte in 1918. 
The funeral service was held at his home 
at 2.30 P. M. on Sunday, May 27th, and 
was very largely attended. Rev. John W. 
Myers, pastor of the First Church in Char- 
lotte, had charge, but was assisted by two 
of his former pastors, the Reverends W. H. 
McNairy and Shuford Peeler; also by the 
Rev. Geo. Longaker, D. D., of Hickory. The 
6 elders of the Chureh, who served with 
him on the consistory, were pall-bearers. 
For many years Mr. Fox. was the delegate 
elder from his Chureh. His influence will 
be greatly missed in the congregation, but 
even though he is at rest his works will 
follow him, —J. WwW. M. 
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JEREMIAH 50:2 


The Unitype combines dignified chastity 
and beauty with effective modern display. 
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PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
New 1928 catalogue fully illustrates and describes a wide rance of selection with 


Ask for catalogue no. 8. Kindly give the name 
of your church and mention The Reformed Church Messenger. 
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